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Adopted into
tradition: Baylor
alumni return

to homecoming
with three new
daughters

MARIAH BENNETT
Staff Writer

Baylor alumni Meredith and Sterling Shanks attended Baylor
Homecoming in 2019 with two young girls they were fostering. At the
time, the girls were placed with the couple as an emergency placement,
but it has since turned into a forever home.

Three years later, the Shanks are planning to return for Baylor
Homecoming as a family, with a third daughter in the picture. On April
14, the couple adopted three girls: 8-year-old Ke'lona, 7-year-old LaiAnna
and 2-year-old Ea'lona.

Meredith said her daughters are ecstatic to attend homecoming for
the parade, candy and football game, as well as to see the community of
“Baylor friends” She said the family is currently teaching Ea’lona how to
do a Sic 'em.

“She’s doing pretty good,” Meredith said. “She’s going, ‘Bears!”

The girls’ love for all things Baylor was highlighted in an Oct. 7
Instagram Reel made by Sterling. The video included the two eldest girls
celebrating homecoming a few months after they were placed with the
couple. Sterling, a fourth-generation Bear himself, said he felt nostalgic
when seeing the video and decided to post it.

“Baylor is just something that’s near and dear to us,” Sterling said. “We
were excited to share that with them ... So it’s our first time taking them to
Baylor, legally, as our family”

However, the family’s story starts a few years before 2019, when
Meredith and Sterling met as next-door neighbors while attending Baylor.
Meredith said while the two were dating, they began talking about future
plans and their desire to adopt children one day. Later, when the Shanks
began the process of growing their family, they said it looked like it wasn't
going to be a possibility biologically.

“We were like, ‘Well, we always wanted to adopt,” Meredith said. “And
so we started praying about what avenue that was going to look like. We
felt like God put foster care on our hearts ... and we just answered the call”

Before their daughters came into their lives, the couple had fostered
another child who ended up returning to live with their family.
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of
ADOPTED BEARS Meredith and Sterling Shanks pose for a photo with
their three adopted daughters.

Baylor University
NIGHT OF THE DIVINE NINE Strolling originated in African American culture and is now celebrated through many

multicultural organizations. The annual Homecoming Stroll-Off was held in the Barfield Drawing Room in 2021.

Sixth annual Stroll-Off to showcase
entertainment, custom, culture

JONAH KRAMER
Staff Writer

The Barfield Drawing Room of the
Bill Daniel Student Center will be lit
up Friday as Baylor’s Nu Zeta chapter
of Phi Beta Sigma and National Pan-
Hellenic Council (NPHC) takes the
stage. The sixth annual Royal and
Pure Homecoming Stroll-Off starts
at 7 p.m. and features strolling, a type
of storytelling through dance.

Baylor's NPHC serves as the
governing body of The Divine
Nine — Baylor’s historically Black
sororities and fraternities. The Stroll-
Oft will showcase the talents of two
NPHC sororities: the Pi Mu Chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha and the Rho
Eta Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta.
The evening will also feature two
NPHC fraternities: the Xi Sigma

Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi and
the Tau Alpha Chapter of Alpha Phi
Alpha, the reigning champions of the
Stroll-Oft.

New Orleans senior Shelynbria
Jackson, president of Baylor’s
NPHG, said strolling originated as a
means to display African American
culture during a time when
African Americans faced racism
and discrimination.

While strolling predates the
existence of historically Black
sororities and fraternities, Dallas
senior Ayo Omolewa, president of
Phi Beta Sigma, said NPHC chapters
have played a large role in carrying
on the tradition.

“[Strolling is] a piece of history;’
Omolewa said. “It's always with us,
no matter what we do [or] where we
go. T'll always know the strolls. Tl

always know the steps”

Friday night’s competitors will be
strolling in three different rounds.
The Deja Blu Round will feature
throwback music, while the Slow
Stroll and Free Round will display
contrasting paces.

Each chapter will get three
minutes per round to impress the
judges — all NPHC alumni — with
lights and props adding to the fun
and supplementing the hard work
that went into crafting the routines.

Omolewa said although Phi
Beta Sigma’s performance will not
be officially scored because they are
hosting the event, members have
been practicing for three days a week
since the beginning of the semester,
with sessions lasting several hours.
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Addinga link to the chain:

Homecoming queens pass crown down

LILY NUSSBAUM
Staff Writer

While the placement of a crown
and the passing of the embellished
dark green cape are clear indicators
of a new queen each year, a smaller,
more personal tradition occurs
behind the curtains.

Alumna Kaylin Clemons, taking
the unofficial title of “longest reigning
homecoming queen” when crowned
in 2019, said she was in shock when
her name was announced. Her
first thought: “They never taught
us how to get down the steps, only
up” Her second: “I am a part of
Baylor history”

“I will never forget that moment,”
Clemons said. “There really is just
this sense of joy but also excitement
that we have a tradition of women
leaders at Baylor that are so strong
and have impacted the community”

After being announced as
queen, Clemons said she was

whisked offstage and greeted by her
parents, who the committee had
called beforehand, along with her
best friends.

In the bustle of pictures and
excitement, Clemons said past queen
and alumna Kennedy Knight pulled
her aside. As Knight congratulated
her, she took off a gold chain
necklace with a pearl and placed it
on Clemons.

“You know she was able to wear
that necklace for a year, and then
she was putting it on me during
that ceremony to pass on the torch,
Clemons said. “Since I was queen
for two years [due to COVID-19], I
actually got to wear it at my wedding””

Knight said the moment was
bittersweet but joyous. She said she
had worn the necklace at significant
events during her time as queen,
and it held many fond memories. By
passing the chain, she passed down
those memories to the next person.

“[Clemons] and I didn't really
know each other,” Knight said. “Our
paths didn’t cross. But because of our
shared love for Baylor and specifically
being chosen to be homecoming
queens, we were able to have that
strong bond that came before us
and, of course, will continue on
way after us”

The 1984 necklace is just one of
the two major items from the box
the queens receive. The other is a
scrapbook filled with pictures and
moments of advice from each of
the past queens. Clemons said she
began her homecoming weekend by
flipping through the pages.

“Reading through the letters of
these women who were selected
because of their investment in the
community and their achievements
while on campus across the four
years was just really encouraging,
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Homecomingis fun,
Diadeloso 1s oso tragic

EMMA WEIDMANN
Staff Writer

Homecoming events
are more fun than
Diadeloso events. There,
I said it.

Before you write me
off immediately, consider
the events you went to
on Dia. You probably
went to none of them.
You may have been
sleeping in, cherishing a random Tuesday off
— that is, one that won’t negatively affect your
attendance. You may have been spending your
time with friends off campus on your day off
from classes.

Did you miss goat yoga? How about the
ferris wheel and the slides? Were you one of
the few people on Fountain Mall listening to
Apollo LTD? I bet not.

However, you can expect to see hundreds,
if not thousands, of students crowd Fountain
Mall to watch the bonfire, hear the Golden
Wave Band play and flock over to the Bill
Daniel Student Center to watch the Stroll-Off.

Students actually care about the on-campus
festivities held during homecoming. However,
when it comes to Dia, the low turnout makes
the whole event a pretty depressing ordeal, if
you ask me. Fountain Mall is more crowded
between classes than it is on Dia.

On the “Day of the Bear,” campus lacks
an alarming amount of school spirit. Where
are all the Bears, you ask? T'll leave that to
your imagination.

This phenomenon is partly due to the
fact that people use their day off to either
rot in their dorm rooms or apartments
or do something fun with their time off
campus. However, homecoming falls on a
weekend like any other. Classes are in session,
responsibilities persist and students still
find the time to come out and show their
school spirit.

Homecoming is also spread across an

entire week, with events beginning on the
Monday of homecoming week that keep the
excitement and school spirit going for much
longer than just one Tuesday.

With a bonfire, a parade, a football game
and more, there’s simply more to enjoy during
homecoming than on Dia.

To be clear, I wouldnt trade Dia
for anything.

If you asked me if Td rather go to
homecoming events or take a day off, I'd take
my free Tuesday any time.

But I believe homecoming inspires a
lot more feelings of warm fuzziness for the
university than Dia does, with zero risk of
sunburn and a whole lot less sweaty grossness.

So, when you're watching the parade go by
or staring into the bonfire this homecoming,
enjoy the cooler temperatures and just think
about how this spring you’ll probably be
spending your time stressed about finals,
procrastinating your homework and running
to CVS for aloe vera gel.

| believe
homecoming

inspires a lot more

feelings of warm

fuzziness for the
university than Dia
does, with zero risk

of sunburn and

a whole lot less
sweaty grossness.
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Grinch of homecoming
This tradition is overhyped

CAITLYN MEISNER happening on  Friday
Staff Writer night and  Saturday
morning. It was utterly
Homecoming is very overhyped and overwhelming.

overwhelming, even for the most spirited Not to mention I am
Baylor fans. the first one in my family

There are way too many homecoming to even know about
activities for me to keep up with. Between the Baylor. I didn’t have a
bonfire, the parade, the football game, Pigskin family member or alum
Revue and other random events, I really don’t  to walk me through or
know what to do or where to go all weekend.  familiarize me with the events when I was

Entering Baylor as a freshman in fall 2020, 3 kid.

I've only experienced two homecomings, 1 was
both of which were at opposite ends of the
capacity spectrum.

Most  juniors and
homecoming 2020.

We sat in McLane Stadium for a few
hours watching Pigskin Revue from the
big screen and saw a couple of fireworks.
Go Bears!

Homecoming 2021 was a completely
different story. I couldn’t keep up with all the
events going on, especially with all of them

going through homecoming
completely alone, with the help of some other
college kids my age who had never experienced
a college homecoming — let alone a
Baylor one.

Maybe it’s my family or just the northern
schools I grew up around, but returning to
your alma mater for homecoming has never
been a thing my parents did. It was something
they did for their high schools, not college.

Now that the football game is set for 11
a.m. Saturday, all of the events in the morning
are going to go by even faster so everyone can
scramble to the game. And this means I have
to wake up even earlier to find a good spot
to watch the parade, if I have the willpower
to go. Yay!

Even as an undergraduate student, I've
always felt like homecoming was more
for the alumni. Most of the events seem
tailored to them, especially if they were in
Greek life.

I mean, it is in the name: homecoming.
Alumni are coming home. I already live here,
so I'm really just coming to campus from
my apartment.

So, yes. I am the Ebenezer Scrooge of
Baylor Homecoming. Maybe my cold, non-
southern heart will warm up to the idea of
homecoming when I'm a senior next year and
I realize it's my last one.

This year, though, I think T'll watch all the
traffic and chaos happen from my apartment
window, reading my Lariat homecoming
print edition.

seniors remember

I've always felt like
homecoming was
more for the alumni.
Most of the events
seem tailored to
them, especially
if they were in
Greek life. | mean,
itis in the name:
homecoming.

Baylor’s bad gameday culture
Early football games kill school spirit

MATT KYLE

Assistant News Editor

still a considerable overlap when it comes to

tailgate time.

A good tailgate should go for two to three

This weekend’s homecoming football game is set foran 11 a.m.
kickoft. It will be the third 11 a.m. game Baylor plays this season
and the second morning game at home. We have had a 2:30 p.m.
kickoff against Oklahoma State and a 6 p.m. kickoft against Albany
at home.

Not only is this early game another in a continuing trend,
but the 11 a.m. start time has also pushed the start time of the
homecoming parade up by an hour. While there is enough time
between the end of the parade and the start of the game, there is

Illustration by Grace Everett

WAKEY, WAKEY The early homecoming football game causes a
rushed schedule and interferes with gameday atmosphere.

hours before the game, but thishomecoming,
fans will have to choose: watch the
parade or tailgate.

For homecoming, I'm willing to wake
up early for the parade. But it is also
homecoming, and I would like to go to a
tailgate before the game. And for all the
people participating in the parade, it creates a big time crunch
between the parade and the game — not to mention the huge
traffic jam that is bound to happen, though that happens every
game day, and pretty much every other day in Waco.

I would like to tailgate before an 11 a.m. game any day,
but I also want to sleep in on a Saturday and not have to
wake up for a 9 am. tailgate. It just isn’t exciting enough
to wake up early on a Saturday to watch Baylor thrash
Texas State.

Plus, morning and early afternoon games mean the games
are in the hottest part of the day. I have little incentive to stay at
the stadium when I'm tired and sweaty and the Bears are beating
down some unknown team or getting their own butts kicked.

I know Baylor has very little to do with deciding what
times their games are; that is all up to the TV networks.
And we arent doing well this year, so we aren't going to
get primetime spots. However, Baylor fans can still make
the most of this season and finally make Baylor game days
fun again.

Early tailgates aren’t the best, but we can make the best of
them. As fans, we have to show up for our team. We can’t only
show love when Baylor is winning.

It took years for Baylor to build the great athletic programs we
have now, and fans have to stick through a down year here and
there. T'll be the first to admit that I leave at almost every halftime.

But if we aren’t filling up McLane Stadium and making it
loud, we can’t keep the home-field advantage, and we won’t get
primetime games.

Illustration by Olivia Havre
PSL SEASON Switch up trendy hot drinks, try green tea.

JESSICA RAJKUMAR
LTVN Reporter

Fall 1s coming:
Prep your kitchen to feast

Going out to the grocery store in the cold can be
discouraging; however, with these additions to your kitchen,
you will be inclined to cook a hot meal as soon as you come
inside from the chilling air.

Scan here
for more
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STROLLING from Page Al

Jackson said the hours of preparation
will produce a unique blend of motion
in every stroll. Through rhythmic and
synchronized movements, each chapter
will express its identity — an identity
built on respect for the trailblazers
of the strolling tradition, according
to Jackson.

“Here’s how we represent those who
we were founded upon,” Jackson said.

Omolewa echoed Jackson’s
sentiments regarding the rich history
of strolling.

“We want to make sure the history
and legacy of what we do doesn’t die
out,” Omolewa said.

The legacy of a homecoming
strolling competition at Baylor began
in 2016. At its inception, the event was
titled the “Royal and Pure Homecoming
Step Show.” Although it is now called the
“Royal and Pure Homecoming Stroll-
Oft)” the same historical principles drive
the evening.

“Stepping is when you make a beat
with your hands and your body, while
strolling is when you move along to
another beat,” Omolewa said.

The audience can expect to see
passionate stepping and strolling on
Friday night, with both traditions
allowing members to display who they
are culturally, Jackson said. The event
will reflect the spirit of homecoming,
as many alumni come back looking
forward to this event in particular.
Jackson said the Stroll-Off is an
opportunity for NPHC alumni to see

FOREVER FAMILY from Page Al

how their chapters
have evolved over
the  years  since
they’ve left.

Delta Sigma
Theta alumna Jaila
Williams ~ graduated
last spring and is
returning to campus
for the Stroll-Oft. She
said she is excited to
watch her sorority
mentees from last
year perform.

“I strongly value
my relationships
with all of them,
Williams said. “So it’s
important to me that
they feel supported
and know that the
rapport we  Dbuilt
wasn't just circumstantial”

Williams said she is also anticipating
connecting with fellow alumni, some
of whom are traveling from Atlanta
and California.

“To be able to see the people we've
passed the torch to really expand on all
of our legacies, and to do so together, is
truly something to look forward to and
celebrate,” Williams said.

Alongside tradition and
remembrance, the Stroll-Off reflects
Phi Beta Sigma’s motto — “Culture for
service, service for humanity” — by
partnering with Cure BU in an effort
to raise money for children in need of

Baylor University

COMPETE Phi Beta Sigma'’s annual Homecoming Stroll-
Off invites NPHC chapters to embrace tradition.

surgeries. While there is no entry fee,
Omolewa said attendees will have the
opportunity to donate to the cause via
QR codes.

According to Jackson, the Stroll-Off
is pivotal to the life of The Divine Nine
on campus, but the competition is not
just for those who are familiar with the
strolling tradition. Omolewa said he
encourages people to attend if they want
to be entertained and to experience a
part of Baylor that isn’t normally shown
outside of the Black community.

“There are so many different sides
of Baylor, so many different cultures,
and it’s just another one to experience,’
Omolewa said.

ROYAL LINE from Page Al ——

Clemons said. “There is a tradition of excellence in the women
before us and that they are just as strong leaders that were built on
the women before them that they were able to look up to”

Every queen gets to place her pictures, notes, blessings and
mementos in the notebook. Knight said her pictures included one
of her being crowned and others from throughout the weekend.

“It was sweet to look back and see all of the different queens
before me and to know that this is a legacy;” Knight said. “We get
to represent not just us and who we are now, but all of those ladies
previously. We represent one another”

While the homecoming court has grown to include a king
alongside the queen, crowning a homecoming queen is one of the
only women-rooted traditions in Baylor’s history. The box and its
contents represent this history and significance.

“Even though I might not know the queen 20 years ago or
20 years from now, we are able to share in those memories of
the homecoming weekend, of being able to pass on the pear] —
the moment the crown hits your head and all of those shared
traditions,” Knight said.

Photo courtesy of Kennedy Knight
PEARLY WHITES Kaylin Clemmons (left) received the pearl
from Kennedy Knight (right) backstage after the ceremony.

“We know and fully support reunification when it’s possible,”
Meredith said. “We took foster care as our opportunity to minister
to the birth family, whether that was taking care of that child for a
period of time ... or taking care of them forever”

Meredith said it's important to know the birth families of
children in foster care do love them. Sterling said stereotypes of
birth families are a misconception.

“They just had different circumstances that made life harder,
and that’s not necessarily often their fault,” Sterling said. “That
is why foster care, foster parents and respite care providers are
needed, because sometimes you just need to minister that family
because they’re in a hard place”

Sterling said there have been many times he has been told the
couple’s former placements or daughters “don’t seem like foster
kids,” due to stereotypes.

“They’re kids, like any other kids,” Sterling said. “They just
need their needs met and to be loved”

Meredith said when it comes to adoption, it’s best if children
can have a healthy connection to their birth family when possible.

“Adoption can be beautiful when those two families can come
together,” Meredith said.

Sterling said it is important to know that when someone

adopts a child, they must broaden their worldview and take on
someone else’s burdens, culture, life and practices.

“You're loving them well by letting their family become a part
of your family too,” Sterling said. “Youre not just shoving them
into a piece of your family; you're broadening what family looks
like by taking on someone when adopting them.”

Meredith said the couple received an overwhelming amount
of support from their Baylor friends and community. Even people
who they don’t hear from in their day-to-day life, such as sorority
sisters, have reached out.

“Once we were getting placements, I had so many reach out
and say, ‘Can I send you diapers? Can I help you with this? Can
I send you a meal?” Meredith said. “That’s Baylor to me ... Its a
community that cares about you. They want to help and be there””

Sterling said his time at Baylor was crucial in forming his view
of foster care and adoption, as he learned a lot about humility
and servanthood.

“How I would view foster care and adoption is out of the love
of Jesus,” Sterling said. “You need to be there to love those kids
and families selflessly, with humility and with compassion”

Meredith said children come to placements with nothing —
no beds, clothes or school supplies. She said students can help

by donating to organizations like Rainbow Room, Foster Closet
and others.

Sterling said another way for students to help foster families is
to ask a Theta about getting involved with CASA — a nonprofit
that advocates for foster care children.

Sterling said his children have radically changed how he looks
at, speaks up for and treats others.

“When they were placed with us, that was right before
COVID-19 and the Black Lives Matter movement,” Sterling said.
“My worldview and Meredith’s changed by our family becoming
an interracial family and realizing how sometimes the world
treats and views people of other races”

Sterling said before, he didn't realize how many things in one’s
life were filled with microaggressions.

“The opposite of racism is not ‘not being racist,” Sterling
said. “It’s being anti-racist and speaking up and trying to, out of
humility, let other people know when something’s just not OK”

Meredith said their daughters have changed everything for
them, including how they view the world.

“It just has given me more of a heart for people,” Meredith
said. “They’ve changed everything”
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Safety first: Tips on staying safe throughout the e

ANA RUIZ BRICTSON
Staff Writer

As people prepare for, and travel to Waco during homecoming weekend,
the Baylor University Police Department and Baylor Department of Public
Safety offer several tips for staying safe throughout the eventful days.

BUPD assistant chief D] Rodman said thousands of people come to Waco
for the traditional weekend. Although some people may be familiar with the
area, he said many tend not to be. The biggest safety tip Rodman gave is to
plan ahead.

“We really wanted to try and get a message out to our students and to our
community about the importance of planning ahead and taking care of each
other to be able to have a safe and memorable homecoming,” Rodman said.

Since there are so many activities that are happening on and around
campus, Rodman said it’s good for people to consider their exact routes and
what to do at specific times of the day.

“When you are traveling, we want you to make sure that you have a
situational awareness,” Rodman said.

Rodman said people can maintain awareness of their surroundings by
getting rid of distractions like earbuds and phones. He also recommends
traveling with a group, staying in well-lit areas during evening events and
downloading the BU Campus Guardian app.

The BU Campus Guardian app is a tool with multiple safety features the
Baylor community can use. The app allows people to request a safety escort
and to quickly dial 911 or connect with BUPD.

“We have over 87 emergency call boxes on campus and another 123
emergency telephones,” Rodman said. “But everybody is carrying a mobile
device today, and so literally, it gives you one of those emergency call boxes
at the touch of your fingertips”

Rodman said one of the biggest things individuals should be careful of is
underage drinking or drinking too much. He said he does not recommend
accepting open containers from strangers.

Mark Childers, associate vice president for public safety, said the Baylor
Department of Public Safety strives to provide the gold standard of campus
safety, security and law enforcement through a layered security platform. He
said although the department strives for these things, they cannot do it alone.

“We all are partners in this effort through our personal situation
awareness, and if you see something, say something,” Childers said. “Trust
that intuition.”

Additionally, Childers said those who see something that doesn’t look

Photo by Kenneth

STAY SAFE Officer Scott Curry ensures student safety on Baylor campus.

or feel right should call 911 or BUPD’s emergency line at 254-710-2222.  and safe homecoming, but also try to get that mess:

Rodman also said the department looks forward to a successful homecoming  and to take care of each other;” Rodman said. “That’s

and appreciates everyone’s efforts to help keep the Baylor community safe. well: We take care of each other in a way to where w
“Our goal is to be able to support our community, to be able to havea fun  other to make sure the events are going well.”

THURSDAY, OCT. 20 FRIDAY,

PIGSKIN REVUE | 7 - 9:30 P.M. | WACO HALL ARMSTRONG BROWNING LIBRARY OPEN HOUSE |

This annual production features the top eight acts from the All-University Sing spring
performance.

Pigskin.

MASS MEETING | 9 -10:15 P.M. | FERRELL CENTER

This tradition welcomes first-year students to homecoming and features the retelling of the

story of the Immortal Ten and the presentation of the Eternal Flame.

jerseys.

Photo by Grace Fortier | Photographer
SING-OFF Alpha Phi will be one of many student organizations participating in this year's

Photo by Josh Wilson | Roundup
PRAY ON Students sit through last year's Mass Meeting in the Ferrell Center wearing their Line

9 A.M.-1P.M. | ARMSTRONG BROWNING LIBRARY
AND MUSEUM

Baylor alumni, friends and family are welcome to kick oft homecoming weekend with tours and
treats from the Armstrong Browning Library.

HOMECOMING TEAATTIDWELL | 4-5P.M. |
TIDWELL BIBLE BUILDING

Alumni from the history, religion and sociology departments are encouraged to attend this event
to tour the recently renovated Tidwell building.

ROYAL AND PURE HOMECOMING STROLL-OFF |
7 - 9 P.M. | BARFIELD DRAWING ROOM IN BILL
DANIEL STUDENT CENTER

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. with the help of the National Pan-Hellenic Council hosts this annual
event, which showcases coordination, rhythm and skill.

N\
Photo from Baylor University

DANCE OFF Students sit through and enjoy Phi Beta Sigma'’s traditional Stroll-Off after months of
rehearsal.

MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS HOMECOMING
RECEPTION | 5- 6:45 P.M. | BILL DANIEL STUDENT
CENTER

The Multicultural Affairs Department and Baylor Alumni Alliances have partnered for this meet-
and-greet networking and fellowship event.




