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“Does anyone smell smoke?”

CAMPUS CONCERNS A shorted-out lamp in Old Main caused a burned odor 
on Thursday, which prompted occupants to call Baylor Police. The police 
contacted Waco Fire Department, according to Leigh Ann Moffett, director 
of emergency management at Baylor. There was no fire or damage to the 
building. In an unrelated incident, a power outage between Fifth and Ninth 
Streets occurred from 1:43 to  2:10 p.m. on Thursday. The outage was caused 
by unrelated high voltage as part of the Seventh Street electrical project.

Warning sanction placed on Baylor’s accreditation
JOY MOTON

Staff Writer

The Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools announced 
that it is placing a one-year warning 
sanction on Baylor.

The Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools determines if 
campuses in the southern region of 

the United States meet the standards 
to be considered an accredited 
institution. Baylor has been accredited 
since 1914. The university submits 
evidence that it is in compliance with 
the Principles of Accreditation every 
10 years.

Pepper Hamilton conducted an 
investigation following allegations 
of Title IX non-compliance last 

year. The Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools has since 
requested information from Baylor 
about possible non-compliance with 
the standards to be considered an 
accredited university. After receiving 
this information, it was determined 
that Baylor was out of compliance 
with three standards, including 
student support systems, control 

of intercollegiate athletics and 
institutional environment.

In October, a committee made 
up of other universities in the 
Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools region will visit 
campus to discuss Baylor’s efforts 
toward compliance. Based off of 
its observations, the committee 
will make a recommendation to the 

Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Board of Trustees and 
determine if Baylor has come into 
compliance with the three standards 
by December.

Some seniors graduating this 
semester are concerned about the 
status of their degree after they leave 
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Religion plays important role in gender transition process

MOLLY ATCHISON
Opinion Editor

Editor’s Note: This is 
the fourth installment in 
a four-part series about 
gender transition and the 
issues surrounding it. For 
the personal safety of some 
of the individuals mentioned 
below, last names have been 
omitted.

“When I was a child, 
I went to church every 
Saturday — which is the 
Sabbath day in the Seventh 
Day Adventist church.” 
McLennan County junior 
Jessica said.

Jessica, a transgender 
student attending Baylor 
University, went through 
several stages of self-
reflection as she began 
to consider publicly 
representing herself as a 
woman and starting the 
transition process. As a 
Seventh Day Adventist, 
Jessica grew up in a 
conservative home, adhering 
to the “Sola Scriptura” 
doctrine that the Seventh 
Day Adventists accept.

According to the official 
Seventh Day Adventist 
website, Sola Scriptura is the 
belief that the Bible is the 
“only standard of faith and 

practice for Christians.” One 
of the fundamental aspects 
of this is that the Sabbath is 
celebrated on Saturday and 
is a day strictly for rest.

“Since most Seventh 
Day Adventists recognize 
the Sabbath from sundown 
on Friday night to sundown 
Saturday night, we would 
usually spend the entire 
day with the congregation,” 
Jessica said.

The closeness of the 
community fostered strong 
religious ties for Jessica and 
encouraged her spiritual 
growth. 

From the time Jessica 
was little, she believed 

there was something that 
distinguished her from the 
rest of her community.

“I always identified as a 
girl, but I kept it to myself 
out of fear of rejection 
or extreme disciplinary 
actions.” Jessica said.

Concern over acceptance, 
both in a family and religious 
environment, is a concern 
for many transgender 
individuals.

Familial acceptance is an 
integral part of a transgender 
person’s confidence and 
health later in their life, 
according to the National 
Center for Biotechnology 
Information, but religion also 

plays a role in a transgender 
person’s transition process.

For many pastors, priests 
and other religious leaders, 
the transgender rights 
debate is just one of many 
difficult topics to address 
with a congregation. Joshua 
Carney, the head pastor at 
University Baptist Church in 
Waco, is one of many leaders 
trying to determine how to 
learn from the ever-changing 
social atmosphere and 
explain it to their listeners.

“In my experience, the 
best way to address issues 
that are fraught is by being 
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fancy dinner or a thrilling 
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Heath Nielsen, former 
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Barron Trump should not 
be judged for the actions 
of his father. pg. 2

Student senate votes on student regent rights
THOMAS MOTT

Reporter

The Baylor Student Senate passed 
a bill Thursday evening that creates 
a request to the Baylor Board of 
Regents to allow the current and 
future student regents on the board to 
have a vote on all issues.

The bill’s author and senate 
parliamentarian, Cypress senior 
Chris Seals, and co-sponsor, Justin 
junior Caleb White, hope this bill will 

allow students to have a greater voice 
within the university.

“The most powerful way someone 
can voice their opinions is through a 
vote. As students, we believe that 
we have one of the most important 
voices in Baylor,” White said.

Currently, two students sit on 
the Board of Regents, but they 
have no voting power. Waco senior 
Emily Neel, a student currently on 
the board, said Thursday night that 
student regents are only allowed to sit 

in and listen to board meetings.
A press release from the Student 

Senate stated, “Student Senate aims 
to voice the concerns of students 
and remains an organization where 
student opinion can be expressed.”

Student Senate recommended that 
the Board of Regents give voting 
privilege to the two student regents.

“We are committed to diversifying 
the board membership so that our 
regents more fully reflect the Baylor 
family and the campus community,” 

Board of Regents chairman Ron 
Murff said in a statement.

Shortly after Murff’s statement, 
the Board of Regents created a review 
task force to recommend possible 
changes to the board.

The task force’s recommendations 
would allow voting rights to more 
members of the board, including two 
athletic-based regents. However, the 
task force recommended that the two 
student regents be the only members 
not allowed to vote.

“As soon as [the recommendations] 
came out, we started pretty much 
powering this together,” Seals said.

During the debate period, student 
senators argued that because students 
make up Baylor University, the two 
student regents should be allowed to 
vote on the important issues Baylor 
faces.

“Student regents offer very 
interesting and unique viewpoints 
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Governor visits
Abbott speaks to McLennan County 
Republicans; event met with protest

SPEECH Texas Gov. Greg Abbott speaks Thursday evening in Knox 
Hall at the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame at an event hosted by the 
Republican Party of McLennan County.

Jessica Hubble | Lariat Photographer

The Republican Party of 
McLennan County hosted 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott for the 
“Lincoln-Reagan Day Dinner” 
on Thursday evening in Knox 
Hall of the Texas Ranger Hall of 
Fame.

Prior to the event, protesters 
gathered outside Knox Hall 
to protest Abbott’s positions 
on refugees, climate change, 
LGBTQ rights and women’s 
rights. Protesters chanted 
“climate change is real” and 
“muslims are people too.” The 
protest was nonviolent, and 
Waco police were present.

“I came because I disagree 
with the way that Governor 
Abbott has been handling the 
refugee situation,” recent Baylor 
graduate Daniel White said.

White said he disagrees 
with Abbott’s statement that 
he would not allow refugees 
in Texas because of security 
concerns. White said he believes 
the current vetting processes 
are adequate and the United 
States has a responsibility to aid 
refugees due to involvement in 

the Middle East.
“People who are hurting, 

people who are affected by these 
atrocities… need to know that 
not everyone is afraid of them,” 
recent Baylor graduate Makenzie 
Fitzgerald said.

Fitzgerald said she 
understands that people are afraid 
but believes that this fear builds 
due to lack of facts. She wants 

those affected by the refugee 
crisis to know that people care 
about their safety.

“I fought in two wars. I raised 
my hand, and I said, ‘I will defend 
the Constitution with my life, if 
necessary, to protect and defend 
those constitutional rights.’ 
Those people who are out [there] 

RYLEE SEAVERS
Staff Writer
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Presidential children 
have always been in the 
media’s eye. From Jenna and 
Barbara Bush’s DUI drama in 
June 2001 to Malia Obama’s 
little marijuana incident 
in August of last year, even 
their smallest foibles and 
follies are constantly in the 
news. In recent years, it 
has become even harder to 
avoid the public eye, and for 
a child with famous parents, 
the results of this media 
attention can be detrimental 
to their lifestyle. 

Most recently, Barron, 
the 10-year-old son of 
President Donald Trump, 
has come under fire on social 
media. With people posting 
disparaging comments 
about the child’s character 
and making assumptions 
about the boy’s personality 
based on nothing but photos 
and video footage they see 
on the news. Comments 
such as “Barron Trump 
will be mutilating cats on 
the White House lawn 
in like, two weeks,” and 
most recently, "Saturday 
Night Live’s" screenwriter Katie 
Rich’s post, which said, “Barron 
Trump will be this country’s 
first homeschool shooter,” have 
made headlines recently for 
their bullying nature. These 
comments not only dehumanize 
and stigmatize Barron Trump for 
simply being the son of a president 
people do not agree with, but they 
prove to be excellent example of 
how poorly adults misuse social 
media.

Cyberbullying is not new 
by any means — more than 
28 percent of middle and high 
school students have experienced 
cyberbullying at some point in 
their lives, according to a 2016 
study done by researchers from 
the Cyberbullying Research 
Center. With social media being 
so readily available for children’s 
use, it should come as no surprise 
that this is still a large problem in 
the United States and the world. 
In an interesting twist, first lady 

Melania Trump has dedicated 
her official duties to campaigning 
to end cyberbullying. While she 
plans to focus it toward children, 
it is often more applicable to 
the dissatisfied and opinionated 
adults who use the internet.

More and more, you see 
people posting their opinions 
on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter. The relative anonymity 
of these sites makes it seem easy 
for people to speak disparagingly 
about whomever they want with 
seemingly little consequences. 
However, this is not necessarily 
the case.

According to the Legal 
Information Institute at Cornell 
University, the definition of 
libel is “a method of defamation 
expressed by print, writing, 
pictures, signs, effigies, or any 
communication embodied in 
physical form that is injurious to 
a person's reputation, exposes a 
person to public hatred, contempt 

or ridicule, or injures a person in 
his/her business or profession.”

To prosecute someone in 
a libel case, one must prove 
four things: that the accused 
(defendant) wrote a defamatory 
message, that the accuser 
(plaintiff) suffered injury or loss 
in some way, that the message 
was published and received by 
others and that the plaintiff could 
identify the accuser in some way. 
This seems to be a bunch of legal 
jargon, but it actually applies to 
people in today’s society more 
than in any other time.

On the internet, nothing goes 
away. If you were having a bad 
day in 2011 and ranted about 
your jerk of a boss on Facebook, 
that is still out there. If your boss 
felt that you complaining about 
the way he runs his business was 
going to hurt his reputation or 
his customer flow in any way, he 
could easily find this status and 
legally prove that you committed 

libel. Now, this is not supposed 
to make you run home and 
delete any heated post you have 
ever made — very rarely do 
libel cases ever revolve around 
the “average person.” However, 
this fact is meant to point out 
just how serious your social 
media presence can be taken. 
For adults, the ramifications 
of defaming another person’s 
character, even someone you 
don’t know personally, can be 
not only offensive and hurtful, 
but also illegal. It is very easy to 
forget this, as well as the simple 
problem of hurting another's 
feelings, when we

Social media is taken much 
too lightly. The effect that words 
have on a person’s – especially 
a child's – outlook on life is 
astounding. Barron Trump is 
a 10-year-old child from New 
York. He goes to school, has 
friends, most likely fights with 
his parents about bedtime and 
does all of the things a normal 
10-year-old would do. He may 
ride a limo to school and live in 
a penthouse, but that does not 
make him any less of a human, 
and that does not mean he has 

any less of a right to be a child. 
As former first daughter Chelsea 
Clinton said recently in a tweet of 
her own, “Barron Trump deserves 
the chance every child does – to 
be a kid. Standing up for every kid 
also means opposing @POTUS 
policies that hurt kids.”

Barron Trump did not choose 
to be the son of our president, nor 
does he have any power over the 
choices his father makes. Barron 
Trump, like any other child, 
deserves the chance to make his 
own destiny, no matter what his 
parents do. Barron Trump is not 
his father. So, to all the adults out 
there shaming people based on 
their parents' life decisions: How 
would you feel if your parents' 
actions determined your destiny? 
We forget that the anonymity of 
social media can also take away 
our humanity — be careful of 
what you post, because hiding 
behind a Twitter handle will only 
work for so long.
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Barron Trump is not his father
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What were you afraid of as a child? 
The dark? Snakes? Bee stings? Those were 
all common fears many of us had as kids 
growing up. As time goes on, those fears 

tend to fade away and 
get replaced by new 
fears, but some of 
those fears never go 
away.

What do you fear 
now? Maybe your 
fear is still snakes 
and bee stings. I still 
struggle with my fear 
of the dark to this 
day. But one thing I 

know the majority of us fear is death, even 
though most won’t admit it.

As young children, death is that last 
thing on our minds. This fear of death 
isn’t instilled in us until we reach a certain 
point in our life. I have no idea what 
age it comes into play, but it has to be 
somewhere in between the beginning of 
middle school and high school graduation. 
This fear of death could be attributed to 
various things: fear of the unknown, fear 
that an individual's family situation might 
take a turn for the worse, or even religious 
beliefs and the after life.

From the time we are born until about 
10 or 11 years old, our worries were things 
such as getting in trouble at school, having 
to answer to our parents and wondering 
what friends would be outside playing 
when we got home from school. The only 
things we looked forward to was living 
our lives and enjoying them along the way. 
As we grow, we are continuously told to 
put those childlike things to the wayside. 
Stop having fun; focus on looking for a 
job. We are taught to live life according to 
society's definition of what life really is, or 
what it should be. 

Over and over again, life has proven 
that the mind becomes distracted when 
you’re enjoying yourself But when you’re 
not, your mind tends to wander and 
conjure up thoughts and feelings. For 
example, when you are out playing sports 
with your friends or going to a music 
festival just enjoying yourself, not once 
does a negative thought pop into your 
head. At that point in time, your worries 
always seem to be nonexistent, almost as if 
there’s no room for negativity. Your mind 
seems to be occupied with enjoyment.

If we can achieve a sense of fearlessness 
for that short period of time just by being 
consumed with enjoying ourselves, then 
maybe we can do the same with life. 
Consume yourself with enjoying your life 
to a point where death is no longer a fear. 
Be, in a sense, carefree. Leave no room for 
negativity, and there will be no more room 
for a fear of death — just life.

DayDay Wynn is a senior accounting 
major from Waco.

Don't fear 
death, just 
love life

DAYDAY WYNN
Lariat Photographer
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Most high school students dream of being 
on their own, being able to 
make their own decisions 
and go wherever they 
please. Going away to 
college affords them that 
opportunity, but in reality, 
it is much more than that.

Attending college 
away from home poses an 
opportunity to explore a 
different geographic area 
and meet people with 

different customs, foods and culture.
Attending Baylor being from Miami was 

a complete culture shock because the people 
were completely different. I was not used to 
the southern hospitality and not giving people 
kisses on the cheek when I greeted them. 

I was not used to the having the ability to 
talk about religion with such ease. I was not 
used to the abundance of barbecue in Texas, 
and I had no idea what Tex-Mex meant.

Although there were many differences in 
culture and in food, these differences were 

enjoyable to experience. However, the hardest 
transition was definitely becoming a very 
independent individual.

Being an out-of-state student in college 
prepares you for a completely independent 
life. Going to an in-state school leaves you 
with the opportunity to be able to go home on 
weekends and know that your parents are only 
a couple hours away. 

On the other hand, when you are 1,000 
miles away from home you can rarely come 
home on the weekends, and your parents are 
never a couple hours away. 

Therefore, there is no sense of security 
that if something goes wrong, your parents 
are there. Although this sounds upsetting, it 
prepares you for adulthood because it teaches 
you to be completely independent.

You can’t go home on the weekends for 
mom to do your laundry. You cant drive home 
when you're feeling homesick or when you 
want to eat a home-cooked meal. 

Therefore, you not only need to learn 
the practical things such as doing your own 
laundry and cooking your favorite meals, but 
you also need to know how to deal with your 
feelings of homesickness, which by far is that 
hardest part. 

As someone who gets homesick often, I had 
to find that one thing that made things better. 
I found that in my sorority and in the Lariat. 

Being a part of an organization has helped 
me find my home because the women of my 
sorority and my co-workers at the Lariat have 
become my family. With them and in these 
organizations is where I have found my home 
away from home.

Christina Soto is a journalism major from 
Miami, Fla.

Spreading your wings is hard to do

CHRISTINA SOTO
Broadcast Reporter

COLUMN

“However, the 
hardest transition 

was definitely 
becoming a very 

independent 
individual.”

"As we grow, we are 
continuously told to 
put those childlike 

things to the wayside. 
Stop having fun; focus 

on looking for a job. 
We are taught to live 

life according to what 
society's definition of 

what life really is..." 

Being an out-of-state student can be so bittersweet
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PRIVATE BEDROOMS & BATHROOMS

FULLY FURNISHED WITH 
LEATHER-STYLE SECTIONAL SOFA
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INDIVIDUAL LIABILITY LEASES & 
ROOMMATE MATCHING AVAILABLE
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Rates/installments, date, fees, amenities & utilities included are subject to change. Rates/installments do not represent a monthly rental amount (& are not prorated), but rather 
the total base rent due for the lease term divided by the number of installments. In the event that your accommodation within the community is not ready for occupancy on 8/19/17, 
we will compensate you in the amount of $1,000 in the form of a gift card. To remain eligible for On-Time Move-in Guarantee resident must comply with all terms & conditions of their 
lease agreement. Limited time only. While supplies last. Parking offer valid for uncovered spaces only. See office for details.

Leasing Center: 1212 Speight Ave 
Community: 1102 Speight Ave 
254.870.9772

KA 711 # 791302

New low rates starting @
LIMITED TIME ONLY!

$559
SAVE $200 
WITH ZERO DOWN 

FREE PARKING 

MOVE-IN AUGUST 19TH 
We’re so confident, we’ll pay $1,000.

Construction is 
right on schedule!

PET FRIENDLY!
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Student video aims to promote Baylor’s image

POSITIVITY Latana freshman Britain Seago records Dallas freshman Amy Zukoski and 
Shreveport, La., freshman Callie Crandall for a video about why students love Baylor.

Liesje Powers | Photo Editor

Four Baylor freshmen said they were tired 
of only seeing negative things about Baylor in 
the media and wanted to share some things they 
love about Baylor. 

“It’s shocking when I see the media trying 
to make these negative things our identity when 
it’s not,” Argyle freshman Britain Seago said. 
“It’s people who aren’t connected to Baylor that 
are always bashing us. We, as students, want to 
shine a light on the Baylor we know and love.”

To show that they love Baylor, these four 
freshman walked around campus asking 
students to finish the sentences “Baylor is…” 
and “I chose Baylor because…” By Thursday, 
around 6 p.m., they had recorded responses 
from more than 50 Baylor students.

They will be compiling the videos into a 
three or four minute video which they will give 
to the Student Activities Department in hopes 
that the video will be shared by Baylor online 
Friday morning.

The video will start with Seago reading a 
statement saying that Baylor stands in support 
of those who have been sexually abused and 
that she wants all student voices to be heard, but 
that the voices of abuse should not become the 
face of the university.

“I hope what you will begin to realize that 
regardless of what has happened at Baylor, it 
is not our identity. We are more than a football 
team. We are a family who has been incredibly 

gifted in academics, athletics and much more,” 
Seago said in her statement. “Baylor University 
is a place where voices will not go unheard 
and students will stand together to represent 
those who have been abused, hurt, labeled and 
defaced.”

The girls came up with the idea for the video 
after seeing an ESPN video where Stephen A. 
Smith called Baylor’s football program, “so 

corrupt, so vile, so corrosive,” and encouraged 
parents to say “there is no way my daughter is 
ever going to Baylor University.”

Shreveport, La., freshman Callie Crandall 
said she understands that not everyone has 
had the perfect Baylor experience and said she 
doesn’t want to neglect the women that have 
been mistreated by Baylor, but she does want to 
give her support to the new administration and 

share her love for her university.
“Some women have experienced some bad 

things at Baylor, and I support them, but Baylor 
is getting better and growing, and I think the 
media should show that, too,” Crandall said. 
“It is going to be hard to ever move past this 
and really be better if the media keeps bashing 
us and only showing the bad sides and not the 
great things about Baylor.”

Dallas freshman Amy Zukoski said she 
decided to come to Baylor because it was the 
only college at which she felt truly at home. She 
said the sexual assault scandal did not make her 
second guess her decision. She was so confident 
that Baylor was the only college she applied to.

Zukoski said she recognizes that what 
happened at Baylor was bad, but that Baylor’s 
Christian mission has encouraged media outlets 
to be even harder on Baylor than they are of 
other universities with sexual assault problems.

“Baylor is a Christian university, and they 
stand by that, and it is in Christ that we believe 
in, and the devil doesn’t like that, and he’s 
going to do anything and everything to destroy 
what Baylor stands for,” Zukoski said. “If that 
is pulling out all the negatives that Baylor does 
because we are a broken and fallen people that 
do make mistakes and do crumble – that is what 
the devil is going to do. We see that first hand 
happening at our school, and it’s not that it’s not 
happening, but Baylor is so much more than 
that, and it’s just how it’s being portrayed right 
now.”

KALYN STORY
Staff Writer

Baylor.
“I am furious because I 

didn’t know that we were 
in a warning state,” said 
Dallas senior Breana Allen. 
“We pay too much money 
for this university to not be 
accredited.”

At this point, Baylor still 
has its accreditation and is 
making progress toward 
being in compliance with 
the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools’ 
standards, according to Dr. 
Wesley Null, vice provost 
for undergraduate education 
and Baylor’s Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools representative.

“Baylor avoided the 
more severe sanction of 
probation and received the 
lesser sanction because of 
the swift and aggressive 
action of our board,” 
Null said. “We’ve made 
significant progress with 
the recommendations of 
the Pepper Hamilton case 
,so we expect that they will 
see that when they come 
to town. Everything is on 
track. All we need is time 
to demonstrate that the 
changes we made will be 
effective.”

The university is 
exploring the option of 
delaying the visit for 
one year to illustrate 
compliance, according to 
Baylor’s website. If the 
delay is approved, the visit 
will take place in spring 
2018, and the official 
decision will be expected in 
December 2018.

“I believe this warning 
sanction was to be expected 
given the shortcomings 
identified, the media 
exposure and the public 
release of the Pepper 
Hamilton findings,” wrote 
Dr. David E. Garland, 
interim president, in a 
statement on Baylor’s 
website. “We are committed 
to ongoing support for our 
Title IX Office, developing 
more robust education and 
prevention programs and 
continuing to strengthen the 
oversight and integration 
of athletics within all 
aspects of the university. 
We are confident that the 
full implementation of 
significant and broad-
ranging improvements will 
adequately address the 
SACSCOC concerns.”

WARNING from Page 1

Liesje Powers | Photo Editor

Print-a-Valentine

SHARE THE LOVE Faculty member Sylvia Marrs watches Temple senior Ray Im press ink into her valentine card 
template at the Print-a-Valentine event on Thursday at the Martin Museum of Art. 

TRANSITION from Page 1

that certain viewpoints may 
not have because there is a 
big disconnect,” White said.

While some senators 
voiced their concerns that 
student regents might not 
be qualified enough to vote, 
Seals and White argued 
that the student regents are 
vetted with extreme caution.

The senators argued 
that student regents are 
selected through a lengthy 
application and interview 
process. Under the Student 
Senate’s new proposal, 
student regents would serve 
two years on the board with 
full voting rights. The bill 
also recommends that the 
students be either juniors or 
seniors.

Student Body President 
Lindsey Bacque said during 
the debate that she has been 
in contact with the regents 
and has strong reason to 
believe that this can be 
done. Upon passing in the 
Student Senate, SR64-
13 will now be placed on 
Bacque’s desk to be signed.

If Bacque signs SR64-

13, it will then be sent to 
Murff, interim President Dr. 
David E. Garland and other 
university leaders in hopes 
of showing the importance 
of allowing the two student 
regents to have a vote 
and voice for all Baylor 
students.

The board of regents 
will be voting on the task 
force’s recommendations 
on Feb. 16.

The senators that voted 
yes on this bill hope that 
the bill will be considered 
along with the task force’s 
recommendations.

honest. Being honest about 
how we feel need not be 
interpreted as hate even if 
there is disagreement. On all 
the issues in my life that I have 
evolved in my understanding, 
I have done so because people 
who disagreed with me 
continued to listen and treat 
me with dignity even though 
they thought I was wrong. 
That patience and endurance, 
which I interpreted as a kind 
of love, did as much to change 
my mind as did reasoned 
arguments,” Carney said.

However, while it may 
be easy for a pastor to word 
their sermons to respect their 
audience’s point of view, 
it can be difficult for the 
everyday Christian to do the 
same.

“For the conservative 
church, I think this means 
being intentional about the 
language that is used. One way 
to honor people you disagree 
with is by educating yourself 
on the vernacular that those we 
disagree with would prefer to 

shape discourse. Another way 
to honor people we disagree 
with is to advocate for them in 
all the ways that affirm their 
humanity even if one finds 
their lifestyle objectionable,” 
Carney said. “As an analog, I 
offer this example. One could 
be supportive of civil unions 
even if one were opposed to 
same sex marriage within 
the church. To transgender 
individuals, I would humbly 
ask for patience. There are 
communities of faith whose 
love includes acceptance and 
affirmation of transgender 
individuals. I would 
encourage transgender folks 
to find those communities and 
commit to praying for other 
churches that don’t agree with 
them while they wait and to 
keep the conversation going.”

After finding out that 
surgery was an option from 
a TV show about three years 
ago, Jessica took a year in 
which she separated herself 
from her church community 
and consulted Scripture for 

help in deciding whether to 
begin the transition process.

“As conservative as 
Seventh Day Adventists are, 
we have an interesting view 
on science — we do believe 
in using science in order to 
understand it, and we do allow 
the use of medicine for healing 
purposes,” Jessica said.

Since surgery is deemed 
acceptable in her church, 
Jessica decided that getting 
the sex-reassignment 
surgery and the precursory 
hormone treatments would 
be religiously acceptable. 
The Seventh Day Adventists 
released a statement on Oct. 
17, 2012, that they were not 
able to make a definitive 
statement on the issue of 
transgender rights and are still 
debating the issue at this time.

After going through a 
year of deep contemplation 
and Scriptural immersion, 
Jessica came to the conclusion 
that, based on her personal 
beliefs and the Seventh Day 
Adventist teachings she 

learned from, her identity as 
a transgender individual was 
not inherently against her 
values, and thus she began her 
transition process.

After making this decision, 
she has decided not to return 
to the Seventh Day Adventist 
community and instead 
began to attend different 
churches around Waco. 
Jessica was thrilled to say that 
she has found a welcoming 
community at all but one of 
the six congregations she has 
visited.

As she moves through her 
transition, Jessica said she not 
only reflects on her process 
but also on her time at Baylor.

“Even if I could have gotten 
a full-ride to another school, 
I would still choose Baylor. 
Baylor has a community that 
are loving and friendly. It’s 
just Baylor,” Jessica said. “I 
want Baylor to continue being 
the caring community where 
all students, no matter what 
their identity may be, can 
learn and grow.”

SENATE from Page 1

protesting, I fought for them, as much as 
I did for anybody else,” chairman of the 
Republican Party of McLennan County, 
Jon Ker, said. “We’re always going to 
have disagreements, but that’s OK, so 
long as we don’t become disagreeable.”

Protesters left Knox Hall before the 
event began. They made the decision to 
leave Knox Hall on their own, a Waco 
police officer said.

Knox Hall was filled with supporters 
of Abbott and leaders from McLennan 
and surrounding counties. Ker opened the 
event with prayer and introduced Abbott.

“I’d rather be anywhere but Austin, 
Texas,” Abbott said to open his speech.

Abbott said that the last session of 
the of Texas Legislature “made a big 
difference.” He said Texas added more 
jobs than there are residents of Waco, 
has more people employed than in the 
history of the state, made Texas an open 

carry state and passed the toughest border 
security plan of any state in the United 
States.

Abbott also said that if Texas were 
its own country again, it would have 
the 10th largest economy in the world 
– larger than those of Canada, Australia 
and Russia.

“I think the Texas governor is more 
powerful than Putin,” Abbott said.

Keeping Texans safe and secure is a top 
priority, Abbott said, and he is a supporter 
of legal immigration. He said that Texas 
cannot change immigration policy but 
can enforce existing immigration policy.

“What must be stopped is illegal 
immigration,” Abbott said.

Abbott intends to ban sanctuary cities 
and will sign Texas Senate Bill 4 into law, 
if it is passed by the Texas state House 
of Representatives, he said. Abbott also 
said that the federal government must 

fulfill its implied, limited powers and “let 
Texans govern Texans.”

“With any politician… there’s gonna 
be differences of opinion… The core 
of [Gov. Abbott’s] beliefs and what he 
represents, I support those things and I 
support him,” local attorney and event 
attendee, Robert Callahan, said.

Callahan has been a vocal opponent 
of President Trump, but said that people 
must still be active participants in the 
republican party, in order to work for 
change. Callahan attended the event to 
show his support for Abbott and honor 
Abbott’s leadership, in the spirit of 
Reagan and Lincoln.

There were jellybeans and pennies on 
every table to honor Reagan and Lincoln. 
The event lasted for one hour.

Abbott did not take any questions 
from the media after the event.

GOVERNOR from Page 1

“Student 
regents offer 

very interesting 
and unique 
viewpoints.”

 
Caleb White | bill 

co-sponsor
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>> Today

5-10 p.m. — Special 
Valentine Skate Night. 
Skate World. 

6:30-7:30 p.m. — 
McLane Stadium 
Tours. $10 admission. 
McLane Stadium. 

6:30-8:30 p.m. — 
February Dinner Event. 
$55 per person. Cafe 
Homestead.

7:30-9:30 p.m. — 
Love Letters: A Dinner 
Theatre Evening. 
Brazos Theatre Group, 
7524 Bosque Blvd. 
Suite Q.

8-11 p.m. — John 
Moreland Concert. 
Common Grounds.

 >> Saturday 

9 a.m.- 5 p.m. — Big 
Tex Cat Club Cat Show. 
Extraco Events Center, 

4601 Bosque Blvd. 

11 a.m.-1 p.m. — Pop 
up Saturday. Dr. 
Pepper Museum & Free 
Enterprise Institute. 

1-2:30 p.m. — Painting 
with a Twist, neon 
turtle painting. 1621 N. 
Valley Mills Drive.

7:30-9:30 p.m. — 
Love Letters: A Dinner 
Theatre Evening. 
Brazos Theatre Group, 
7524 Bosque Blvd. 

Suite Q.

This 
weekend 
in Waco:

BaylorLariat.comOn-The-Go >> Happenings: Visit @BULariatArts to see what’s going on in #ThisWeekinWaco

Across
1 New
6 Word on a movie ticket
11 Great white cousin
15 Like a gymnast
16 In perfect order
18 “As You Like It”?
20 Thai currency
21 “Night” author Wiesel
22 Summertime treats
23 Berkeley sch.
25 Moby-Dick, e.g.
28 “Hamlet”?
32 Bing provider
35 Fluorine or chlorine
36 Santa __
37 State tie of New Mexico
38 Name on the cover of “Fear of Flying”
39 __ shui
41 Fix, as a road
42 Bill
43 Web help source
44 Simple wind
46 Animal in some fables
47 “Twelfth Night”?
49 What a round increases
50 Vied (for)
51 Diarist Nin
54 Island festivity
56 Great Sphinx site
60 “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”?
64 It’s taken in schools
65 Take care of
66 Go slowly
67 Some expirations
68 High priests

Down
1 Lipo target
2 Costa __
3 Drawing toy in “Toy Story”
4 One keeping track of court proceedings?
5 2013 Spike Jonze movie
6 Deep blue

7 Stage of grief
8 Explorer who named the Pacific 
Ocean
9 Tech sch. that filed for bankruptcy 
in 2016
10 Eastern way
11 Collision repair franchise
12 Alcove near the chancel
13 Tool in a legendary electricity 
experiment
14 Singles
17 “Goosebumps” series author
19 Dig
24 Simple marine plant
26 City on the Penobscot River
27 Food chain letters
28 Biblical queendom
29 Chincoteague females
30 Jennifer Garner spy series
31 Swaddled one
32 Theme

33 Pitch
34 Singer Jones
37 Pribilof Islands locale
40 Totaling
41 Tennis nickname
43 Remote
45 Montana player
47 Fleece finder
48 Lots
49 __ curls
51 Some batteries
52 When to call, in ads
53 Commedia dell’___
55 A long time
57 Newsworthy couple
58 Sixth in a series
59 Israeli author Oz
61 Takes too much, briefly
62 “Love Story” composer Francis
63 Fashionable initials

For today’s puzzle results, please go to 
BaylorLariat.com

Today’s Puzzles

Moving from big cities 
to Waco for college is a big 
step for some students, and 
finding new places to explore 
and eat can be difficult after 
a few months. On special 
holidays, such as Valentine’s 
Day, it is especially difficult 
to find something exciting 
and new to do. We’ve put 
together some different places 
to spend your Valentine’s Day 
weekend.

DiamondBack’s Waco
Widely known as one 

of the nicest places to have 
a dinner, DiamondBack’s 
Waco is also the nicest 
restaurant on our list. The 
low lighting and serene feel 
make DiamondBack’s a more 
intimate option for dinner 
over the weekend or on 
Valentine’s Day. Showing up 
in Nike shorts isn’t suggested, 
so dress up a little and have a 
nice night out.

The Escape Room
This isn’t a restaurant, but 

it is a great place to spend 
a few hours bonding with 
your significant other. Escape 
Rooms are built around 
a story or theme and test 
players with puzzling clues 
and mysteries throughout the 
room. If you want a more fun 
evening out, or even a place to 
go with some other couples, 
this is the place for you.

Silos Food Truck Park
Valentine’s Day weekend 

is forecasted to be the typical 
Texan February-sunny and 
warm. If you haven’t been to 
The Silos, this is the perfect 
weekend to take an adventure 
downtown. eleven food trucks 
surround the relaxing lawn, 
with picnic tables covered 
in flower-lined gazebos and 
vintage swings. If you want 
to get some shopping in and 
taste a few of Waco’s finest, 
check out the Silos Food 
Truck Park.

The Waco Hippodrome 
Theater

The Waco Hippodrome 

Theater is Waco’s own 
movie draft house. The two 
options, enjoying a movie and 
having dinner or enjoying 
dinner in the dining room 
are two uniquely different 
experiences. The Hippodrome 
offers an intimate feel with 
different options to choose 
from.

Lover’s Leap
Seated high above the 

Bosque River, Lover’s Leap 
is a limestone bluff that can 
begin any weekend on a 
good note by having a picnic 
overlooking the river or 
ending a hike and taking a rest 
with a view. Lover’s Leap is 
said to have been the result of 
late-Victorian romanticism, 
hence the name.

Waco may be small, but 
finding a special place to 
spend Valentine’s Day is not 
difficult. It doesn’t matter 
if you’re wanting a more 
intimate feel or to make some 
memories with a group of 
people, the variety of options 
for Valentine’s Day are 
endless.

For Dr. Julio César 
Aguilar, writing poetry is a 
way to remain present and 
to understand the mysteries 
of life.

“I think poetry is a 
great, wonderful resource 
to know yourself better 
and to be a better human 
being,”  Aguilar, lecturer in 
Spanish, said. “All art any 
artistic expression-can help 
us understand the world 
better, to find 
yourself, to be 
feel better and to 
be happier.”

A g u i l a r 
has written 18 
poetry books 
in Spanish and 
“Perfil de niebla”  
is the most recent 
publication. The 
book combines 
two of Aguilar’s 
p r e v i o u s l y 
published works, 
“Rescoldos” in 1995 and 
“Brevesencias” in 1996, 
discussing night, death and 
divinity. “Perfil de niebla” 
dives into the feelings and 
the soul of poet Aguilar.

“I go deep into my 
feelings and my emotions,” 
Aguilar said. “In that way, I 
can make myself conscious 
about them and work on that 
if I see any problems.”

Throughout the “Perfil 
de niebla,” Scriptures from 
the Bible decorate the 
front pages of each section. 
Aguilar said he is a believer 
in God and that the first 
book he read from cover to 
cover was the Bible when he 
was in elementary school.

“I can see the presence 
of God in a flower, in a little 
insect, animal,” Aguilar said. 
“It is the presence of God 
everywhere. I can perceive 
the presence of God in little 
things.”

Born in Jalisco, México, 
Aguilar was the young 
student who memorized 
entire lines of poetry. Aguilar 
was inspired to write and 
read poetry after meeting 

Juan Jose Arreola, a famous 
poet and a distant relative 
from Aguilar’s hometown. 
Juan Jose Arreola was the 
first to suggest poetry for the 
young Aguilar.

Although poetry and 
literature was Aguilar’s first 
love, he received his medical 
degree to be a practicing 
physician from the 
University of Guadalajara 
in Mexico. Aguilar went on 
to receive his master’s in 
Spanish from the University 
of Texas at San Antonio 

and his Ph.D. 
in Spanish 
studies from 
Texas A&M 
University.

A g u i l a r 
went to school 
for literature, 
but finding the 
demands of 
being a student 
and a practicing 
physician too 
much, he did 

not finish.
“Writing poetry is an 

effort to be present over 
time,” Aguilar said.

For the boy who grew 
up around doctors and in 
hospitals and for the boy 
who memorized poetry, 
Aguilar has found ways 
to combine the fields of 
literature and medicine.

“I wanted to be a 
physician,” Aguilar said. 
“In my doctoral research, 
I combined my medical 
knowledge with literary 
because I studied four 
American poets who 
committed suicide. They 
had depression and 
schizophrenia.”

Aguilar said he hasn’t 
forgotten about medicine 
and wants to continue 
combining his love for 
poetry with medicine. 
Aguilar works to constantly 
improve his poetry to better 
understand himself.

“I try to write every day,” 
Aguilar said. “Even if it is 
just a verse, but continuously 
reading and writing because 
that method of working can 
be very fruitful.”

KRISTINA VALDEZ
Copy Editor

Aguilar

CAROLINE BENTLEY
Reporter

THE HEART OF WACO Waco has plenty to offer when it comes to finding fun things to do for 
Valentine’s Day. The Waco Hippodrome Theatre (left), the Silos Food Truck Park (top right) 
and Lover’s Leap (bottom right) are all gems of Waco lovers should look into when picking the 
perfect date spot. 

Liesje Powers | Photo Editor 

Love is Wacko

Doctor gives 
the diagnosis: 
It’s poetry
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Baylor
-Gia Rodoni: 4.0 IP, 4 K’s, 5 hits, 0 earned runs allowed, 2 

BB, no decision awarded
-Shelby McGlaun: 2.0 IP, 3 K’s, 3 hits, 1 earned run allowed, 

1 BB, awarded the loss
Fordham

-Lauren Quense: 7.0 IP, 0 K’s, 5 hits, 0 earned runs allowed, 
1 BB, awarded the win

6 sports
b a y l o r l a r i a t . c o m

bit.ly/BUvsTCUBaylor Lariat Radio @BaylorMBB vs. @TCUBasketball Tomorrow @ 1 p.m. | LINK --->

Associate AD Nielsen 
no longer with Baylor

Baylor associate athletic 
director for communications 
Heath Nielsen is no longer 
working for the Baylor athletics 
department, according to 
KWTX.

The departure comes 
three months after Nielsen 
was reportedly involved in 
a confrontation with James 
McBride, reporter for The 
Blaze News in Keller, following 
a home football loss to TCU on 
Nov. 5.

A Baylor spokesperson 
told the Lariat, “It’s a human 
resource/employment matter 
and we can’t provide comment 
at this time.”

Nielsen, a 16-year 
veteran of the Baylor athletic 
department, was arrested on a 
misdemeanor assault warrant 
following the event.

The arrest warrant 
affidavit, obtained by KWTX 
in November, details the 
situation.

“Nielsen walked up to 
McBride on the right, grabbed 
McBride by the throat with 

his right hand, squeezed and 
pushed him away from the 
football player,” the affidavit 
said.

Additionally, the affidavit 
detailed physical repercussions 
of the confrontation.

The affidavit said “McBride 
had visible scratches and 
complained of pain around his 
throat.”

Nielsen’s attorney, Michelle 
Tuegel, released a statement 
after the event denying the 
claims.

“The one-sided version 
of events released by the 
complainant are not true 

or accurate,” Tuegel said in 
a statement. “Mr. Nielsen 
maintains that he intervened 
to stop the interview, but he 
did not grab the complainant’s 
throat. We look forward to 
vigorously defending Mr. 
Nielsen and presenting the 
facts involved in this situation.”

Nielsen joined the Baylor 
staff following a two-year 
stint at New Mexico State 
University. In his first 12 years 
in Waco, Nielsen served six 
as director of athletic media 
relations and six years as 
assistant athletic director of 
communications.

In 2012, Nielsen was put 
in charge of managing the 
football program’s public 
image. 

Following the arrest, 
Nielsen was moved to a 
position outside the public 
eye before his Baylor career 
ended last Friday, according to 
KWTX.

Additionally, Nielsen’s 
profile was removed from the 
Baylor athletics website, and 
his Twitter profile no longer 
pertains to Baylor.

BEN EVERETT
Sports Writer

Baylor softball failed to 
scratch across a run as it 
dropped its season opener in 
the Hillenbrand Invitational in 
Tucson, Ariz., 1-0 to Fordham.

Rams’ sophomore infielder 
Jessica Hughes’ two out home 
run to left field in the bottom 
half of the fifth inning was all 
they needed to get the victory.

Baylor head coach Glenn 
Moore credits Fordham for 
keeping the Bears guessing up 
there at the plate.

“Of course, I expected 
more from our offense,” Moore 
said. “Fordham did a great job 
of keeping us off balance, and 
we didn’t capitalize on the few 
opportunities we were given.”

Baylor was not short 
of scoring opportunities. 
The Bears put had runners 
on second and third with 
two outs in the top of the 
second following singles by 
senior utility Lindsey Cargill 
and junior outfielder Jessie 
Scroggins. A strikeout ended 
the first Baylor threat.

Once again, Baylor came 
knocking on the door of 
opportunity in the fifth inning, 
this time with runners on first 

and second following a hit by 
pitch and error on the Rams’ 
shortstop. A double play ball 
to the second baseman sent 
the Bears back to the dugout 
empty-handed again.

Finally in the sixth 
inning, Baylor opened 
with consecutive singles by 
sophomore outfielder Kyla 
Walker and senior infielder 
Ari Hawkins. However, Walker 
was thrown out at third base 
on Hawkins’ single.

Moore took objection to 
the call and was eventually 
ejected from the game during 
Baylor’s next at bat.

Five different Bears 
recorded hits against 
Fordham. The highlight for 
Baylor was not at the plate 
but instead was the play from 
freshman outfielder Maddison 
Kettler. She recorded two 
outfield assists, including 
saving a run by throwing out 
Hughes at home plate to keep 
the scored tied at zero. To start 
the fourth inning, she threw 
out a Fordham base runner 
attempting to stretch a single 
into a double.

Kettler also recorded the 
first Baylor hit of the season, 
a two out single to right in the 

second inning.
Sophomore pitcher Gia 

Rodoni got the start for the 
Bears and went four innings, 
allowing five hits and striking 
out four. Freshman pitcher 
Shelby McGlaun pitched the 
final two innings and took the 

loss after allowing the home 
run.

Senior infielder Lindsay 
Mayer had two hits to lead 
Fordham at the plate. Senior 
pitcher Lauren Quense went 
the distance for the Rams, 
allowing five hits and striking 

out four.
Despite the 

disappointment, Moore 
knows the season is young 
and there is plenty of time for 
improvement.

“It’s game one. Fifty-five 
more to go in the regular 

season,” Moore said. “We will 
get better.”

Baylor will continue the 
search for its first win at 4 
p.m. today against Cal-State, 
Northridge. It will then take 
on Northwestern at 8 p.m.

NATHAN KEIL
Sports Writer

SWINGING FOR THE FENCES Baylor redshirt outfielder Linsey Hays swings at a pitch against McNeese State on Feb. 18, 2016, in 
Waco. The Lady Bears lost 1-0.

Penelope Shirey | Lariat Photographer

Softball loses season opener 1-0

Nielsen

DON’T FEED THE BEARS SPECIAL 

Thomas Mott and Jakob Brandenburg celebrate 
the one-year anniversary of the beginning of 
Baylor Lariat Radio starting at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 13 live on Baylor Lariat Radio.

Ways to listen live:
 
1. Use the “Mixlr” app (iPhone, Android) and search for 
“Baylor Lariat Radio”

2. Access bit.ly/lariatradio with your preferred web browser 
and search for “Baylor Lariat Radio”

3. Join in on the celebration

Baylor vs Fordham: Inning by Inning

     			   1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 R	 H	 E

No. 21 BAYLOR	 	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 5	 0

Fordham	 	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 x	 1	 8	 1

PITCHING STATS
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