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The possible dismantling of the Department of
Education looms as the Trump administration shakes B8
up the federal government, leaving educators asking... g

WHAI

GOMES
NEKT?

COLE GEE
Staff Writer

The Trump administration
has been looking at the
possibility of issuing an
executive order to ban the
Department of Education.
This move is part of a
strategic plan by Trump and
Elon Musks Department of
Government Efficiency to cut
back the federal workforce to
relieve debt.

With the DOE possibly
on the chopping block, many
teachers are worried about
what their classrooms will
look like in the future.

The dissolution of the DOE

has long been a goal of the
Republican Party. The effort
dates back to the ‘80s with
Ronald Reagan’s campaign
for president. He stated that
“welfare and education are
two functions that should be
primarily carried out at the
state and local levels” Despite
Reagan’s promises to eliminate
the DOE, he failed due to a
majority Democratic house.

universal private school choice

and would eliminate the
Head Start program and
rescind federal protections for
LGBTQ+ students.

The issue some lawmakers
and teachers have with Project
2025 regarding the DOE is the
funding the DOE provides
to thousands of local schools
and programs through its
$80 Dbillion budget. From

Despite this loss however,

Republican Party has
maintained  this  agenda
for decades. Project 2025
is the most recent political
initiative =~ by  Republicans
to remove the department.
The agenda also promotes

the

supporting
programs and students with
to  providing
student loans for college, these
people may be vulnerable if a
bill passes to do away with the

disabilities
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Kassidy Tsikitas | Photo Editor

LEARNING TO ADAPT Teachers and educators are confused about the future of education in the

U.S. because of the potential dismantling of the Department of Education.

Aviation Sciences professor discusses flight safety

A

Brady Harris | Photographe
VETERAN PILOT Aviation Sciences professor Russell “Rusty” Sloan stands in

front of his personal collection from his time in the Navy and Coast Guard.

JAMES LAIRD
Reporter

With recent tragedies in air travel
as well as major airliners consistently
being in the news, aircraft safety
has become a concern for many in
our society. Russell “Rusty” Sloane,
lecturer in Baylor’s aviation sciences
department, analyzed some of these
tragedies and went over some of the
training and safety measures that are
involved in aviation.

Sloane, who served in the U.S.
Navy and Coast Guard as an aviator
for 22 years, spent time flying the
airspace where a military Black
Hawk helicopter crashed into an
American Airlines flight on Jan. 29.

“I flew that airspace pretty much
every day, off and on for four years,
so [Pm] really super familiar with
that airspace,” Sloane said.

Sloane said his main duty was
providing security for that airspace
which includes knowing helicopter
and jet routes.

Sloane said that with an event
like this, everyone wants to give
their opinion on what happened and
what went wrong but it is important
to filter down the information and
stick to what is really true.

“Everyone is coming out saying
this airspace — and the airspace is
called Bravo airspace or B airspace
— is, ‘Oh, it’s so dangerous. I would
say that it’s a little more contained,”

Sloane said. “Its a little more
condensed than other airspace. But
if you get familiar with it, it’s not
dangerous”

Crestwood, Ky. freshman and
aviation sciences major Elliott
Crumbo warns against speculating
too much into what occurred.

“My first thought is, of course
how tragic an accident like this
is, regardless of reasons. My next
thought is about all the projections
people are making and trying to
guess the cause for this crash as
this happens every time there is an
aviation crash in the news,” Crumbo
said. “But as one of my aviation

FLIGHT SAFETY >>A8

Remembering the ‘Waco Horror’

The city remained silent about the tragic lynching of Jesse
Washington for decades

BLAKE
HOLLINGSWORTH
Staff Writer

On May 15, 1916, Jesse
Washington, a Black 17-year
old, was lynched in Waco after
being convicted of murdering
53-year-old Lucy Fryer. The
atrocity, infamously known as
the “Waco Horror, occurred
in broad daylight in front of at
least 15,000 people according to
retired Baylor history professor
Dr. James SoRelle.

The mob’s actions sparked
a national outcry to outlaw
lynching, with the National

Association for the Advancement
of Colored People leading
the charge. The organization
condemned the execution in its
monthly publication.

“Any talk of the triumph of
Christianity, or the spread of
human culture, is idle twaddle
so long as the Waco lynching
is possible in the United States
of America,;, W.E.B. Du Bois,
founder and chief editor, wrote in
The Crisis, Vol. 12 (No. 3).

The magazines July 1916
edition also featured an eight-
page supplement detailing the
events, as recounted by suffrage
activist Elisabeth Freeman. It

included
gruesome
photographs of Washington’s
charred body and the tightly
packed crowd, many smiling as
they watched. These momentous
pictures were captured by
American photographer Fred
Gildersleeve, at then-Waco mayor
John Dollins’ request.

The uncensored nature of the
story opened Americans’ eyes to

HISTORY >>A8

ELLIOTT NACE
Staff Writer

The Institute for Faith and Learning
hosted a book launch party on Tuesday
afternoon celebrating the release of
Dr. Malcolm Foley’s newly-available
book, “The Anti-Greed Gospel”

Foley, a historian and special adviser
to President Linda Livingstone for equity
and campus engagement, informed
“The Anti-Greed Gospel” through his
doctoral research on Black reactions to
lynchings in the early 20th century, and
in turn presents an alternate account of
historical incentives behind racism and
racial disparity.

“It became clear
our conversations

that
are

to me
about race

Newbook tackles greed

as rootof systemicracism

not  fundamentally  conversations
about hate or ignorance or identity;
Foley said. “What they really are
are  conversations about  greed.
Race shows up as a justifying and
mystifying narrative”

Foleys  outlook on  greed
as the source of racial bigotry,
strives toward greater reform as

opposed to just inclusivity.

“Thats not the future that I'm
looking for,” Foley said. “I want a future
where everyone has the resources that
they need to be able to flourish because
the evil at root here is exploitation.”

Foley noted that the issue of race
spins out of economic opportunities
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GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?

We want to hear it. Send us your thoughts: Lariat-Letters@baylor.edu

Embrace the sweet treat. a form of
self-love this Valentine’s Day

THE EDITORIAL BOARD
thinkin,

be taking some time to call a friend or family member, or

When you're a college student, the routine of going to class,
doing homework and having a job while remembering to eat and
cram in time to sleep — can be exhausting. Your Google
Calendar is probably full of colorful blocks telling
you just exactly what
you're doing each day,
and odds are by
the time you get
off campus for
the day, all you
want to do is
take a nap or
start scrolling.

While
staring off into
space or trying
to drown out the
chatter in your brain
can be tempting, we
encourage you to do
one more thing before you
totally check out. But unlike
the other things you might be up
to day-to-day, this last thing is for you
and you alone: the sweet treat.

No, that doesn’t just mean going and spending $10 on a pastry
and a coffee in Moody Library — though that’s certainly one way
to go about it. It’s really about doing something simple and easy
that brings you enjoyment, and it could be anything.

finding

GRR®

It could be grabbing a sweet treat or a coffee without

Whatever it is, do something that brings you a little bit of

us caught up in romance, bringing the potential to neglect self-
love. Many college students are busy chasing romantic partners

By James Ellis | Cartoonist

e

g about what you have to do afterward. It could
anice place to sit on campus and take in the scenery.

peace and enjoyment.
Whatever it is that you do,

BOOKJ

the spirit of the sweet treat N
is finding some time — .
even just a few minutes \t"
S L E — to give yourself a gift.  and "N
E P In the process, you’ll doing
2 find yourself breaking everything

up the tedium of each
day while giving yourself
something to look forward
to, rather than counting
down the weeks until
spring break, Dia
or summer break.
And during the
epths of February,
when walks to class
are cold and windy
and the next 10 months of
the year are looking longer by
the day, that might be the thing
you need.
This time of year is sneaky with how
quickly the Valentine’s Day excitement can have

they can to make a date on Feb. 14.
And while there can be nothing like the excitement of a
new romance, it can be a time when you're especially vulnerable
to overcommitting yourself to plans or trying to be someone
you're not in order to impress another person.

On the flip side, by doing something every day for yourself,
you are constantly reaffirming that you're as worthy of your time
and attention as the people around you that you care about and
attend to.

Meanwhile, February happens to be one of the toughest
months for those struggling with seasonal affective disorder,
according to the American Medical Association. The days are
long and get dark fast, and it feels like you've been living in one
sweatshirt since December, doesn’t it? While the only thing
to make seasonal depression go away is for Spring to arrive,
indulging in some self-love is one way to alleviate those hardships
for a little while and can help you get through the season.

This Valentine’s season, don’t forget to love yourself, too —
and go get that sweet treat.

Practce “Grunmity’
this Sing season

Why I think*Cowboy Carter’
deserved Album of the Year

CLAIRE-MARIE SCOTT
LTVN Reporter

With  All-
University Sing
on the horizon
and the level
of competition
increasing
each year, it is
natural to feel
some sense of
comparison
to other
competitors and chapters. But, as a
Panhellenic community, we should
be uplifting and cheering on our
fellow chapters.

Sing is a competition where
student  organizations perform
Broadway-style routines complete
with  costumes, props and
live singing. Each year every
organization picks a new theme,
which is kept secret until opening
night. What makes Sing so
competitive is Pigskin, held on
homecoming weekend, where the
top eight acts get to perform again.

This is a time to come together
for “grunity,” — or Greek unity — a
term coined by many Panhellenic
communities. The term encourages
women of any affiliation to work
across chapters to show love
and support. ‘This should be
applied throughout the year, but
specifically during the Sing season.
As women, we should be uplifting
and kind, cheering loudly for
each other’s acts and supporting
one another during the highs and
the lows.

There are many ways that we,
as Greek women, can support each
other. The biggest is to just cheer on

every chapter. No matter if you are
watching a show in the audience or
Roxy Grove, positive reinforcement
does a lot to boost confidence and
attitudes while doing something
as stressful as Sing. Check up on
your friends and make sure they
are taking care of themselves during
this hectic time. Each chapter pours
so much heart into their acts that it
can sometimes be hard to practice
self-care in this season.

Cheering other chapters on
doesn’t have to stop at Sing season,
either. Research from Harvard
Business Review suggests that
women who are seeking leadership
positions in the workforce benefit
from having a close circle of
female friendships who can share
information with each other.
These contacts can help women
find more job opportunities and
navigate challenges.

The article even adds statistics
that women who have a circle
of one to three women “landed
leadership positions that were
2.5 times higher in authority and
pay than those of their female
peers lacking this combination”
Additionally, Forbes found data
showing that women not supporting
each other in the workforce “can
negatively impact organizational
performance and talent retention””

At the end of the day, Sing
is made to be a fun, enjoyable
experience, where chapters show off
their creativity to the public. There
is already so much animosity in the
world, especially when it comes to
pitting women against each other.
We should be quick to unite to
make a positive impact and show
the strength of “grunity”

LAUREN HOLCOMB
LTVN Reporter

It’s been one
week since this
year’s Grammy
awards, and
as always, the
Academy’s
decisions have
caused uproar.

One award
in  particular
has been
upsetting for some— Beyoncé’s

first-ever Album of the Year, earned
for “Cowboy Carter” Amid the
arguments, it can feel ostracizing
to agree with what seems like the
minority opinion. However, I'm
here to say loud and proud that I
completely agree with the Academy.
“Cowboy Carter” deserved Album
of the Year.

However, I do not think it
deserved its other big win, Best
Country Album. The album pushed
the boundaries of the genre and the
definition of what country music is.
But, that is what makes it stand out
against all music — not just country.
I do not think the album was solely
country, so that award should
have gone to a different nominee.
If you watched the ceremony, we all
saw that this award even shocked
Queen Bey.

“Cowboy Carter” was up against
seven other incredible albums, and
in no way do I want this to come
off as me saying those albums are
bad. Most of them have made an
impact on me as a person, a listener
and a young adult in a world where
musicians influence our culture.

I have to admit I've never heard

of André 3000s “New Blue Sun”
or Jacob Collier’s “Djesse Vol. 47 I
respect the artists and applaud their
nominations, but I have not heard of
anyone upset that they didn’t win.

Chappell Roan’s “The Rise
and Fall of a Midwest Princess”
was  groundbreaking for her

career and brought hits that made
their way onto my playlists, but
its pop nature lacked variety.
The same goes for Sabrina
Carpenter’s “Short n' Sweet” and
Charli XCX’s “Brat” These pop
princesses owned the charts, but
their storytelling was simple and
not groundbreaking.

Moving on to the two I heard
the most backlash about — Taylor
Swifts ~ “The  Tortured  Poets
Department” and Billie Eilish’s “Hit
Me Hard and Soft” I am not a huge
Taylor fan (sorry, Swifties), but I
appreciate her music and artistry.
Both Swift and Eilish used these
albums as personal breakthroughs.
They told stories of what they've
been through, where they want to
go and how they see themselves
as artists. Their storytelling was
unique, but not as universal as an
Album of the Year should be.

“Cowboy Carter” has never been
done before.

Each songis unique. All 27 sound
different and take me on a sonic
journey. The flow of one into the next
is smooth, and listening to the album
from top to bottom is an experience.
When I first listened to the album
last Easter weekend, I was screaming
in my car. I remember sitting in the
Walgreens parking lot by my house
in Houston, unable to move. It felt
like T was at a concert, and that is
what makes albums great.

There are two acts inside
album, smoke  breaks,
transition  tracks and  guest
artists that bring diversity to
an already distinctive album.
It challenges the very idea of
complacency in music. Starting with
‘AMERIICAN REQUIEM,” she
begins the story by saying, “them big
ideas are buried here” and “it’s alot of
talkin’ goin’ on, while I sing my song”
She articulates from the top that her
take on country music was bound to
ruffle feathers, but it was time to take
a stand. There’s music for dancing,
like “YA YA “RIIVERDANCE” and
“SWEET HONEY BUCKIIN? I was
in tears listening to “PROTECTOR”
and “II MOST WANTED.” We even
got to hear from country icons
Willie Nelson and Dolly Parton in
“DOLLY P” and Beyoncés take on
“JOLENE?

This album did exactly what
she set out to do — challenge what
a genre is and what it should be.
It shows that Beyoncé is more
than just a pop star — she is a true
visionary. She did not say that
country should start over or be
something completely new, but
rather that its depth and history
should not be forgotten during an
era of change.

There is a reason her popularity
has stood the test of time. Yes, she
has wealth and immense power,
but no amount of money can buy
raw talent. She is a performer and
truly one of the best creatives of
our generation. “Cowboy Carter”
is beautifully versed, intriguing,
individual and most importantly,
the best album of 2024.

And no — put your jokes aside
— she did not pay me to say this.

the

Meet the Staff

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF WEB EDITOR Mesha Mittanasala
Emma Weidmann* Julien Hajenius*
INTERNS
NEWS EDITOR CARTOONIST Emma Reed
Rory Dulock* James Ellis* Bella Whitmore
ASSISTANT NEWS NEWS WRITERS GRAPHIC DESIGN
EDITOR Cole Gee Ashley Pinson
Rachel Chiang MacKenzie Grizzard
Blake Hollingsworth ADVERTISING SALES
SPORTS EDITOR Elliott Nace REPRESENTATIVES
Foster Nicholas* Emily Schoch Hannah Ciprian
Kristy Volmert Olivia Perry
ARTS & LIFE EDITOR Josie Rice
Olivia Turner* SPORTS WRITERS Lydia Vorlage
Jeffrey Cohen

OPINION EDITOR Aidan O'Connor MARKETING ANALYST

Erika Kuehl* Jackson Posey Grant Plieger
COPY EDITORS ARTS & LIFE WRITERS Lariat TV News
Grace Biad Shane Mead
Hannah Webb Kalena Reynolds EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Joe Pratt
PHOTO EDITORS PHOTOGRAPHERS
Kassidy Tsikitas Caleb Garcia MANAGING EDITOR
Mary Thurmond Brady Harris Kaitlin Sides
Camie Jobe
Maggie Meegan

Contact Us Opinion
SPORTS DIRECTOR
Braden Murray

BROADCAST
REPORTERS
Lauren Holcomb
Marissa Muniz

The Baylor Lariat welcomes reader viewpoints through letters to the
editor and guest columns. Opinions expressed in the Lariat are not
necessarily those of the Baylor administration, the Baylor Board of

Regents, the student body or the Student Publications Board.

General Questions:
Lariat@baylor.edu
254-710-1712

Irma Pefia
Aidan Pham
Gracie Savage ° °
Clare Mari Scott Sports: Editorials, Columns & Letters
aryn Sma .
Jacoé/smwerg LariatSports@baylor.edu
Editorials express the opinions of the Lariat Editorial Board. Lariat
letters and columns are the opinions of an individual and not the Bay-
lor Lariat.
Arts:
LariatArts@baylor.edu
L]
Lariat Letters
* Asterisks indicate members
of The Editorial Board Opinion: To submit a Lariat Letter, email Lariat-Letters@baylor.edu. Letters

should be a maximum of 300 words. The letter is not guaranteed to
be published.

Lariat-Letters@baylor.edu




Thursday, February 13, 2025

ove,
asketball

Sweet Vict

re

SAYLOR

£

PURE MOTION Senior guard Yaya Felder pushes through the defense before going in
for a layup during the second half of No. 25 Baylor’'s 75-65 win over No. 18 West Virginia

Tuesday night at Foster Pavilion.
Darianna Littlepage-Buggs (5)
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BREAK AWAY Junior forward Bella Fontleroy manouvers around WV Senior guard
Kyah Watson after recieving a pass.
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STEADY RYTHMN Graduate guard Sarah Andrews
dribbles a rebound back to Baylor's side of the court.

CUPID’S SHOT Junior foreward Bella Fontleroy shoots a three-
pointer despite an attempted block by WV fifth-year foreward Kylee
Blacksten.

Mary Thurmond | Photo Editor
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ROOTS hair club empowers self-discovery

10\

Photoourtesy of ROOTS

TAKING ACTION The ROOTS Club met on Tuesday, Feb. 11th for their first meeting of the
semester to invite Baylor students to learn more about the organization and ways to get involved
while also discuss the CROWN Act that was passed on campus last fall.

0
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Camie Jobe | Photographer

HAIR CARE One initiative that ROOTS began was a way to try new hair care products without
committing to the full price tag. Through samples and sponsorships, ROOTS seeks to bring high

quality products to its members.

SYDNEY KERBOW

Reporter

For most students at Baylor, a bad hair day
is just a minor inconvenience. Throwing on
a baseball cap to cover your bedhead or oily
strands is a quick fix. But for some students,
it isn’'t that simple. For some students, like
members of ROOTS, hair has a history.

ancestors. Hair holds power. Changing it can
shift how people perceive you, and it allows for
self-expression”

For many, natural hair represents a journey
of self-discovery, a sentiment shared by both
Merced and Mitchell-Wells. Merced recounted
how she stopped straightening her hair during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“I decided to embrace my Black hair’

San Antonio Merced said. “T went
senior and current natural at 16, and I've
president of been learning to love it
ROOTS, Clarisse ever since.”

Merced, explained ’ ; ROOTS also tackles
the club’s purpose. |t SN Ot J U St a bo Ut me. historical and cultural
f :We aim f[o |t ’S a b 0 Ut m y mom, thime? hs.urroltl/[ndin(g1

oster community natural hair. Merce

among mﬁn ani my g Ffan d Mma an d my emphalsizedh t}}:at
women with natura : natura air as
hair, educate all anceStorS Halr hO|dS been used as a form
students about ower C h an | g |‘t of communication,
hair science and p . g g particularly in times of
celebrate the role cans h |ft h ow p eo p | e oppression.

of hair in Black and : “During the 1800s,
African-American pe rceive yo u ’ an d COrnrows gwere used
cu.lture,’ > Merced |‘t a | | OoWS fo I se |f- to signal escape routes
said. . during slavery,” Merced

The club was eX p ression. said. “Hair is still a way
first founded in to communicate and

2017, and after its
recent rechartering

WISDOM MITCHELL-WELLS |

express who you are””
ROOTS strives to

in 2023, ROOTS EL PASO FRESHMAN build a safe space for
continues to provide students to share their
a space  where hair  journeys and
Black SNt e ——— DUild  confidence. The
can celebrate their club’s collaboration

natural hair while
navigating a predominantly white institution.
The significance of natural hair goes far
beyond aesthetics for many ROOTS members.
El Paso freshman Wisdom Mitchell-Wells is the
outreach chair for ROOTS, and she reflected on
the emotional and cultural connections her hair
represents.
“Is not just about me, Mitchell-Wells
said. “It's about my mom, my grandma and my

with Baylor’s student
government to pass The CROWN Act, which
prohibits hair discrimination, marked a historic
achievement.

“It was empowering to know we made
history here at Baylor, and that students with
natural hair can feel a sense of relief and pride,’
Mitchell-Wells said. “When you’re surrounded
by people who are on the same journey, it
empowers you. You realize you're not alone.”

Chemistry chair receives
University Disanguished
Professor designation

EMILY SCHOCH
Staff Writer

Dr. John Wood, department chair of
chemistry and biochemistry, has been
designated as a University Distinguished
Professor, one of the highest honors granted to
Baylor faculty.

Recognized for his exceptional contributions
to research, teaching and service, Wood’s impact
extends beyond the classroom, shaping both
his field of study and the academic community
at Baylor.

Wood is focused on researching the chemical
synthesis of naturally occurring molecules.
Wood was previously a chemistry professor
at  Yale  University
and Colorado State
University until he
made the decision to
come to Baylor in 2013.

In order to
receive the University
Distinguished
Professor designation,

the candidate must
be nominated by
colleagues and
advocated for
through  letters  of
recommendation
by past and
present colleagues

and students.

“As part of the
nomination, I came to
understand that they
go externally for letters
and have opinions

Photo Courtesy of Baylor University
CONGRATULATIONS Dr. John Wood was

and graduate students in the country, Nordt
said. “Some of his doctoral students from Yale
have gone on to research careers at prestigious
institutions, and his latest doctoral student at
Baylor is now on tenure-track at the University
of Pennsylvania”

Wood’s research about the chemical
synthesis of naturally occurring molecules is
something he is passionate about pursuing
alongside his students.

“Developing senses of natural products,
is just one aspect of our field that chemists
pursue,” Wood said. “Awards like this and being
recognized by people in my broader scientific
community as well as the people here at Baylor
for having done good work just indicates that
the things that we
have developed
have been good and
valuable to others”

Wood said he
believes that the
success he has
gained is due to
the hard work
and dedication of
his students.

“I've had many
students over the
years that have
really done the
labor, so its a
recognition not
really of me ... but
of the students who
I've been able to
work with and the
work that theyve
accomplished,”

from “outside, so it ponoreq with the Distinguished Professor Award ~ Wood said.

also is a recognition for his research, service and teaching. The Nordt said
from  outside the award isrecognzied as one of the highest honors ~ Wood receiving
facultyy Wood said. granted to Baylor faculty. such a high honor
“It's always gratifying reflects well on the
to be recommend,

recognized or appreciated. Not only by your
colleagues here at Baylor, but also by colleagues
who are at other universities.”

Dr. Lee Nordt, dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences, said via email he is proud to
recognize one of his colleagues.

“Since his arrival here, he has helped the
department build a national RI reputation
that is attracting some of the best chemists

entire university.

“Dr. Wood’s scholarly accomplishments as
the Robert A. Welch Distinguished Professor
of Chemistry, his extraordinary mentoring of
undergraduate students, his new honorific as
University Distinguished Professor, his co-
directing the Drug-Lead Discovery Lab and
his serving as department chair has brought
considerable prestige to the College of Arts and
Sciences and Baylor University,” Nordt said.

Tune in to
Lariat TV News

every Friday

for your weekly updates
on whats happening
around Baylor University
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Animals find love at Cameron Park Zoo

JANAY BOYD
Reporter

At Cameron Park Zoo, Valentine’s Day isn’t
just for humans. Some of the zoo’s most beloved
residents are celebrating love in their own way.
From lifelong bonds to budding romances, the
animal kingdom has its own version of love
stories, and this year, the zoo is embracing the
season with festive decorations and special
events for both animals and visitors alike.

While Fort Worth senior Landon Rossi
is a frequent visitor to see the capybaras,
he admits he hasnt given much thought to
animal relationships.

“The last time I thought about animals being
together was when I was a kid,” Rossi said.

Among the most devoted couples at the
zoo are the African penguins, who, according
to the Maryland Zoo’s website, are known for
forming lifelong bonds. The Cameron Park Zoo
is home to 22 penguins, 11 of which are happily
paired. Holley Day, education coordinator at the
200, said some couples have successfully raised
offspring or even acted as foster parents.

“When you go to our exhibit — when you
come visit the zoo — there is a board with their
names and who they are next to is who they
are actually paired with,” Day said. “Cosmo is
paired with Newton, Sushi — such a cute name
— is with Theodore, and Finley is with Possum.”

Penguins aren’t the only lovebirds at the zoo.

Giraffes and orangutans have also established
strong familial units. While male giraffes are
polyamorous according to WorldAtlas, Dane
is a proud father to a baby giraffe at the zoo.
Meanwhile, orangutan couple May and KJ are
raising their young one.

Other relationships are still in the early
stages — like sloths Chewy and Malohi,
who are taking things slow.

“They’re still dating, if
you will — still getting to
know each other,” Day said.
“Hopefully, in the future
... they become boyfriend
and girlfriend”

LOVEBIRY

While some animals form lifelong bonds,
others take a different approach to relationships,
like Vivian, the zoo’s 70-year-old king vulture.

“She’s very old, and when she’s done with a
boyfriend, she definitely breaks up with them,”
Day said.

Throughout the zoo, festive Valentines

decorations — including pink boxes

and hearts — add to the romantic
atmosphere. But for human
visitors, the zoo is

offering a

unique way to celebrate: the “Mating
Game,” a themed trivia night on Friday from
6-9 p.m.

For Rossi, spending Valentine’s Day at the
zoo followed by a game night seems like an
unexpectedly perfect way to celebrate.

“Seeing the zoo couples would be a fun way
to spend the day, especially with a significant
other,’ Rossi said. “Before a Valentines
reservation, you can enjoy natures love with
your own.”

For $100 per ticket or $200 per couple,
guests can enjoy a champagne toast at
the new Gloria and EM. Young Penguin
Shores exhibit, a three-course dinner, four drink
tickets, animal encounters and a playful trivia-

style game.

“We will have trivia about animal
mating behaviors, which is fun and
sillyy, and this year, were adding

a champagne toast at our new penguin exhibit,
so that’ll be a lot of fun,” Day said. “Then we'll
come back to our new education center and
have dinner”

While the zoo hosts the Mating Game
annually, this is only the second year
incorporating the trivia component, Day said.

According to the Cameron Park Zoo website,
proceeds for the Mating Game event help to
fund the zoos education department. Tickets
for Mating Game are sold out, but these many
animal pairs can still be seen at the zoo.

Column:

The Lariat’s
favorite love songs

SHANE MEAD
Staff Writer

We've officially reached the season of
love! What better way to kick it off than
reminiscing over some classic love songs?
Get to know the Lariat staff by learning
about the love songs that hold a special
meaning in our hearts.

“SOMETHING
STUPID” BY
NANCY AND

FRANK SINATRA

“This song takes me back to a time
thats funny to look back on, which is
when I started dating my girlfriend.
It was always the perfect song to play
with her while driving on the Pacific
Coast Highway during warm summer
evenings while enjoying  beautiful
sunset views.

Its funny because the song is about
not wanting to say something stupid,
specifically admitting love. T've always
been the person to blurt out something
stupid, so it’s relatable in that way, and
I was so cautious of what I would say
in front of my girlfriend before we
started dating”

Shane Mead | Staff Writer

“MAKE YOU FEEL
MY LOVE” BY
BOB DYLAN

“I just love this song. My parents
would play it a lot in the car when I was
little. It’s a very simple song, but it’s very
elegant in its sound, and the words are
very meaningful.

But I do like the Adele version
better, because thats what I grew
up on”

Olivia Turner | Arts & Life Editor

“l WILL” BY THE
BEATLES

“This is one of the best love songs
that isn't also a breakup song, but it’s
still a little melancholy. McCartney sings
about a love he’s yet to find, hoping they’ll
come to him the way the lyrics did — out
of thin air.

I love this song for its hopeful tone
with just a small twinge of yearning,
mixed with its soulful acoustic
sound. And McCartney’s voice is just
classic — unbeatable”

Emma Weidmann | Editor-in-Chief

“LOVE ME” BY
ELVIS PRESLEY

“Unfortunately, this song is attached to
one I cannot emotionally detach from yet.

This song was played for me, and it
was the first time that I actually realized
that another person that’s outside of my
family could care for me. It showed that
I could actually have an impact in
someone’s life.

It made me have a deeper meaning to
life and love”

Kassidy Tsikitas | Photo Editor

“IRIS” BY THE
GOO GOO DOLLS

“The band performed the song live
in the early 2000s and it rained on them,
and it was really iconic and is viral
on YouTube now.

The guitar part is so unique and
iconic. The song just resonates with
your emotion and passion, and you
can really tell its heart grasping. It's a
great song.”

Kalena Reynolds | Staff Writer

“REMINISCING” BY
LITTLE RIVERBAND

“The first time my boyfriend and I

Brady Harris | Photographer
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Photo courtesy of Spotify

ever hung out, I showed him this song.
It just kind of became the anthem of
our relationship”

Erika Kuehl | Opinion Editor

“HEY STUPID,
1 LOVE YOU”
BY JP SAXE

“This is from my favorite artist, and
I love the jokey-but-heartfelt nature of
the song”

Foster Nicholas | Sports Editor

“NEW YEAR’S DAY”
BY TAYLOR SWIFT

“This song encompasses the idea of
finding someone who isn't only there for
the highs, but in the quiet moments that
follow. A love that occurs in the chaos and
the calm, in the rush and rest alike is hard
to find.

Its not all about the fireworks and the
celebrations; it’s about being there when
the confetti has settled and you can be
your own authentic self”

Hannah Webb | Copy Editor

These unique date
1deas will leave your
Valentine smitten

BELLA WHITMORE
Intern

When it comes to planning the perfect Valentine’s
day date, the options can be overwhelming. It’s a good
thing Waco offers a blend of creative experiences and
charming local spots that help set the stage for the
perfect date. Whether youTre looking for something
relaxed or interactive, these unique date ideas will
make for a memorable time with your special someone.

A ROMANTIC PICNIC
AT LAKE WACO

There’s something so timeless about a lakeside picnic,
and Lake Waco provides the perfect backdrop. With its
scenic trails and stunning sunset views, this spot is ideal
for a laid-back yet intimate date. Pack a picnic basket with
your favorite charcuterie board essentials and a bottle of
sparkling wine or cider. Bring a cozy blanket for the colder
weather, and find a quiet spot at one of the local parks. If
youre the adventurous type, rent a kayak or paddleboard
to explore the lake before having the picnic. It’s an easy yet
meaningful way to enjoy each other’s company away from
the usual bustling restaurant setting.

GET HANDS-ON WITH A
COOKING CLASS

For those who enjoy collaborating and trying new
things, a cooking class is a fantastic way to bond while
polishing up your culinary skills. Waco has several great
options, from high-end experiences to casual, hands-on
workshops. The Heir’s Table offers cooking classes with a
wide range of cuisine options, while Over the Plate offers
a variety of classes including a Galentine’s event if you
find yourself more friend-focused this February. Whether
you're kneading dough, stirring sauces or baking a dessert,
learning together in the kitchen is a great way to connect.
Plus, you’ll have a new take-home skill to bring into future
home date nights!

EXPLORE WACO'’S VINTAGE
AND ANTIQUE SHOPS

If you and your date love thrifting or hunting for
hidden treasures, spend an afternoon browsing Waco’s
unique vintage and antique scene. Spice Village, located
in the heart of downtown, is a must-visit for trendy home
decor, accessories and boutique finds made by local
artists and business owners. For a more classic antiquing
experience, the LaSalle Shoppes and Junque in the Trunk
offer a good mixture of retro finds and unique furniture
pieces that make for unique additions to your space. You
could even set a fun challenge for yourselves — like who
can find the most unusual item or a gift under $10 for each
other — to add a playful twist to your shopping without
breaking the bank.

LAUGH THE NIGHT AWAY
AT THE WACO
HIPPODROME THEATRE

End your date on a high note with a comedy show at
the historic Waco Hippodrome Theatre. The beautifully
restored downtown venue hosts a variety of entertainment,
but the comedy nights are perfect for couples looking to
unwind and share a laugh. From improv shows to stand-
up sets, humor is a great way to break the ice for new
couples or add excitement and fun to long-term couples.
The Waco Hippodrome Theatre has Jesse Payton hosting
a Valentine’s comedy special called “Couple’s Therapy”
on Saturday.
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ALL SMILES Redshirt senior outfielder Enzo Apodaca (3) started all 53 games for Baylor baseball in 2024 with a .333 batting average, 46 runs, 42 runs batted in and 108 total bases.

Outlield of Dreams: Baseball returns top
three hitters to lead team on, off field

JEFFREY COHEN
Sports Writer

On Feb. 23, 2024, just five games into the
Baylor baseball season, senior left fielder Hunter
Simmons crashed into the wall and suffered a
season-ending injury, leaving a group of three
transfer outfielders to lead the team. Enzo
Apodaca, Ty Johnson and Wesley Jordan did not
just meet expectations — they excelled — and
are ready for one last run together.

“We're all obviously super concerned with
how Scoob [Hunter Simmons] was doing,’
senior right fielder Enzo Apodaca said. “As far
as competing-wise, I feel like we weren't too
nervous, actually, because we have a lot of guys
that were ready to step up and fill that role”

All three seniors came to Baylor with
experience and accolades, but none at the Big
12 level. Apodaca, manning right field, earned
All-WCC honors as a freshman at Gonzaga.
Johnson, who was previously coached by
head coach Mitch Thompson at McLennan
Community College, settled in center field.
Left field was mostly handled by Jordan when
he wasn’t designated hitting. Jordan was an all-
region first-team outfielder at Navarro College
before landing with the Bears.

Apodaca Dbelieves the experience they
had with each other as transfers last season
strengthened their bond on the field and
prepared them for one more go.

“Coming in last year, we were all new guys
coming into the program,” Apodaca said. “Just
being able to play with each other through last
spring, through this fall, we've been able to
really bond, and honestly, it should just help our

team chemistry out in the outfield”

As the season went on, the three outfielders
emerged above the rest in the lineup. Apodaca
led the team in almost every major hitting
category, including batting average, hits and
RBIs. Both Johnson and Jordan played their
roles in the lineup — Johnson was the consistent
and speedy leadoff hitter, stealing 10 bases and
hitting .313, while Jordan launched a team-high
nine home runs on .331 hitting. They also held
the top batting averages on  the team.

; As leaders in the /} \
ineup throughout the
season, the outfielders
kept an unwavering team-first
mindset, fixated on what the team
could accomplish. All three credit
their success to the confidence that someone

is always ready to step up behind them.

“We live together now, so were always
talking baseball and figuring out what’s best for
the team,” Jordan said. “At the end of the day, we
have 40 guys that can step up at any point”

Entering the 2025 season, the outfield unit
has some hype and high expectations following
their strong performances the season prior.
Again, the trio refuses to take away any credit
from their teammates.

“As far as outside expectations go, we always
talk in the circle, we're really the only ones that
know what we have,” Johnson said. “We’re with
each other and that’s the most important thing
is being where our feet are”

Along with rising confidence and
expectations on the field, the Bears have
found that a renewed dedication to faith
has been a leading factor in the teams

Support from the sidelines: Bartley
solidifies identity after injury

JULIA KONESKY -

Reporter

Graduate forward Madison Bartley
transferred to Baylor before her senior
season but dealt with injuries for most
of her time as a Bear. She announced her
medical retirement on Jan. 24, but plans to
remain with the team providing “support
from the sidelines”

Before transferring, Bartley started
at Belmont, where she was a two-time
First Team all-conference selection,
averaging 11.6 points and 4.7 rebounds
per game.

“Going to the NCAA tournaments for
most of my career and helping Belmont
get there was just really cool,” Bartley said
when reflecting on her time before Baylor.
“I just feel like everything was meaningful
because it’s led me to be the person I am
today”

Bartley found a community at Baylor
through her teammates, coaches and
fans who embraced her. She continues to
support her teammates and shows up for

(

her fans at all team events.

growth on and off the diamond.

“This team has really all grown in their faith,”
Johnson said. “That’s helped us be super present
in the moment and not worry about what
anybody else has to say about us”

Like Baylor men’s basketball and head
coach Scott Drew’s philosophy of creating a
“culture of J.O.Y” Baylor Ballpark is full of
players striving to become
spiritual leaders throughout
the program. Apodaca and
Johnson mentioned how, in the

past, the team had not

: fully reflected their
4 dedication to
Sy their  faith

during team
activities.
ey said the
team had come

together  during
N the offseason and
decided to pursue

the spiritual aspect of

the team’s
weekly Bible study
as one of the main

Wesley Jordan (33)
Camie Jobe | Photographer

Apodaca said. “It’s able to put baseball away and
focus on what’s really important, which is your
walk with the Lord. It’s really a special moment
to just be able to bond with your brothers in
Christ like that and be able to just exchange and
grow deeper on that spiritual level together”

Faith has manifested itself in other ways,
too. Seven players were baptized over the fall.
Apodaca and Johnson also mentioned how
redshirt senior right-handed pitcher Cole Stasio
proposed having a poster board in the locker
room where the guys could “write a bunch of
quotes or Bible verses that they want to share
with the team.”

Apodaca and Johnson said the same thing
about their outlook on this season: “Soak it all
in” They believe the motto is also a common
sentiment among the rest of the seniors on the
team. Apodaca challenged the other veterans to
“squeeze out as much baseball as we can” as the
Bears look to make the Big 12 Tournament for
the first time under Thompson.

“I think there was a little bit of nerves going
in the last year;” Johnson said. “This year, I think
everyone’s just happy to get going. Everyone’s
just like, ‘Man, this is going to be so fun. I can’t
wait to get going.”

Jordan credited the team’s seniority as a
part of why they were ready to take on the new
season and bring success back to the Brazos.

“With how college baseball is now, being
older is better,” Jordan said. “With a lot of guys
that have shown that they can do it at this level,
we can go in head held high”

The Bears begin their 2025 campaign at
3 p.m. Friday against Youngstown State at
Baylor Ballpark.

———
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Kassidy Tsikitas | Photo Editor
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Baseball vs. Youngstown State

No. 23 Softball vs. Hofstra

No. 23 Softball vs. No. 3 OU

“I think it makes it easy when youre
surrounded by great people and a great
program,” Bartley said. “Being able to
come to Baylor was hard but also easy with
my teammates around me and my coaches
who made it easy for me to get used to
the environment and the team. I felt like
it was always the right choice for me. I've
always felt supported, and I feel even more
supported now.

Bartley wore No. 3 for the Bears and
appeared in 21 games her senior year
before missing a portion of the season
due to a lower back injury. In her Baylor
debut against Southern University, she put

1K CLUB Forward Madison Bartley (3) scored 1096 points in her five year college
career at Belmont and Baylor before medically retiring in January.

up her season-best 12 points, shooting
5-for-6 in 17 minutes. While dealing with
her injury for the past two seasons, she
averaged just 2.5 points per game.

She made the difficult decision public,
when Baylor women’s basketball made a
post to X.

“This was not an easy decision for me
to make;” Bartley said in the post. “I want
to thank God for the opportunity to play
at Baylor and for the chance to play the
sport of basketball that I love.”

Bartley is currently working on
finishing her master’s degree, which is
set to be completed in December. She is
undergoing regular treatment for her back
while preparing for her future aspirations
of being a teacher and a mom.

“My identity is through Christ, so I
don't feel like my identity has changed
much after making this decision,
Bartley said. “I think that I've just had a
change in my life and my path, and
that’s okay”

No. 10 Equestrian vs. No. 4 OSU

A&T vs. LIU
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STRATEGY Senior forward Jalen Celestine’s long wingspan can play a crucial role in the success of Baylor's zone defense. Celestine has averaged 7.9 points per game off the bench shooting 37.6%
from beyond the arc.

Baylor’s new small-ball zone defense shows promise

JACKSON POSEY
Sports Writer

A lot of basketball comes down to a simple
equation: tall guys beat short guys.

But what happens when there aren’t any tall
guys left?

Such is the dilemma faced by Baylor head
coach Scott Drew and Baylor men’s basketball.
In the wake of starting center Josh Ojianwuna’s
season-ending knee injury, the Bears were left
with seven rotation players who, on average,
stood just a hair over 6-foot-4. The only
player closer to seven feet tall than six feet
is fifth-year power forward Norchad Omier
at 6-foot-7.

That lack of size can cause a host of defensive
problems, particularly for a team that frequently
used Ojianwuna’s wingspan as a deterrent in the
pick-and-roll game. During Monday night’s loss
at No. 6 Houston, Drew’s top option was a 1-3-1

zone, which the Bears first tested in November
against Sam Houston State.

“We spent a lot of time going into Gonzaga
working on our switching man, and after that,
we spent more time on our zone,” Drew said
after that game, a 104-67 victory. “The blessing
of that is now we have two defenses we can play,
and we can mix stuff up from there”

The Bears have run primarily man defenses
throughout Big 12 play. The transition back to
a primary zone look was rocky at times but a
necessary adjustment for a team that simply
doesn’t have the personnel to guard opposing
big men on an island.

Baylor opened the game with freshman
guard Robert O. Wright III in the center of the
zone. In that configuration, the freshman guard
will inevitably face a lot of attacks in the high
post; if offenses can successfully make an entry
pass to the elbow, other defenders will be forced
to collapse, opening up the wings for cutters

and open shooters.

Freshman wing V] Edgecombe also got
plenty of run in the middle of the zone. The
projected top-5 NBA Draft pick was allowed to
roam free most of the night and finished with
two steals.

Late in the first half, a miscommunication
on the back end led to multiple wide-open
Cougars. Former Bear L] Cryer missed the
corner 3-pointer, but Baylor’s lack of size led to
an offensive rebound and three second-chance
points for Houston.

When Omier sat, Baylor dropped the zone
look in favor of a switch-everything-that-
breathes man scheme. The off-ball defenders
largely held up, but another miscommunication
led to an open 3-pointer. This time, it was
Jeremy Roach fighting over a ball screen
before switching, leaving Langston Love in a
literal lurch.

Ultimately, the 1-3-1 look with Edgecombe

roaming in the center was by far the most feasible
defense the Bears put on display Monday night.
The freshman wing is an aggressive, high-effort
defender whose explosion, burst and short-area
quickness allow him to recover quickly from
off-ball gambles.

That strategy only works if Baylor can
communicate at a higher level to create defensive
cohesion. If they consistently rotate well enough
to let Edgecombe create havoc plays, the Bears
are fastenough to blaze teams in transition. If that
riskybrand of defense begins to falter, there aren’t
many alternatives.

Baylor was already skating around the
NCAA Tournament bubble before Ojianwuna’s
injury; now, they’ll need a lot to break right to
make it back to March Madness. The Bears will
get the rest of this week to implement their new
defensive schemes before hosting West Virginia
at 1 p.m. Saturday in the Foster Pavilion. The
game will be broadcast on ESPN2.
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FEET ON FIRE Junior Tiriah Kelley sprints in the 4x400 relay at the Corky Classic at the Sports

Performance Center in Lubbock.

JULIA KONESKY
Reporter

Plano junior Tiriah Kelley currently holds
the fastest women’s 200-meter time in the Big
12 with the third-fastest mark recorded by a
female athlete in 2025.

Kelley clocked the record winning time
of 22.73 during the 2025 Corky Classic in
Lubbock at Texas Tech’s Sports Performance
Center. Her time broke the Baylor program
record in the women’s 200-meter, grabbing
her second consecutive first-place finish in
the 200-meter and earning her Big 12 Female
Athlete of the Week to round out January.

“Knowing there’s nothing I can do at the
meet that’ll change what I've already done, I
came here;” Kelley said. “T've got to perform
and run. I just run and trust myself, really”

Kelley is currently working toward
nationals, which might seem small compared
to her appearance in the US Olympic Trials, but
it creates an opportunity to work on smaller
details regarding Kelley’s training.

“The big thing that we talk about for her
is executing the race properly;” head coach
Michael Ford said. “For you to be successful,
you have take care of the small things...
making sure that we eat at the track meet and
after meets”

Kelley transferred to Baylor as a sophomore

at the University of Louisville after her head
coach left for a different position and the staff
was replaced. Transferring was a blessing in
disguise as she came back to her home state.

“It was hard for a lot of us, especially the
ones that moved all the way to Kentucky for
our coaches,” Kelley said. “But God knows
what’s best because I got to come back home
to Texas”

Kelley was welcomed to Baylor Track &
Field by past teammates from her club team,
Team Quest.

“The family atmosphere is good... but I also
think when you’re running against a teammate,
you're not family at that particular time,” Ford
said. “You're thinking about how can I beat that
person... I hope we go No. 1 and No. 2, but I
need to be the one that goes first”

Kelley learned perseverance and a strong
work ethic from her mom, who raised Tiriah
on her own.

“Prejudice and segregation really weren’t
that long ago, and my mom, growing up
in Louisiana, definitely experienced that
firsthand,” Kelley said. “Growing up, I saw her
as a single mom, too. Seeing her having to be
the man and the mom in a situation... it’s just
beautiful seeing black excellence”

Kelley will go for her third first-place finish
at the Jarvis Scott Open on Friday at Texas
Tech’s Sports Performance Center in Lubbock.
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department.

Sarah Bertelson is a Baylor graduate student
who plans on becoming a full-time teacher next
year. She said the current state of the job market
is stressful for her, especially as a teacher, as
the job has undergone big changes in the past
few years. Despite shifts in the field, Bertelson
is more motivated than ever to work in the
classroom.

“I feel like the kids motivate me to keep
going,” Bertelson said. “I mean regardless
of what happens Tl still try and stay as a
teacher, keep teaching as long as I can. I can’t
see myself doing anything else ... as long as
I'm able to, I wanna keep showing up for
the kids”

Bertelson, a part-time substitute teacher,
said the DOE is important to students with
disabilities. Two major programs funded by the
DOE are the 504 and IED, which work to create
safe and specialized learning environments for
disabled students. Disabled students across the
country could be even more vulnerable without
these programs in classroom.

“So many kids depend on it for their
disability supports like the 504 or IEP, and
I feel like without the programs that are
funded through it a lot more underserved
kids are gonna be even more underserved,”
Bertelson said.

Sandra Monson has been teaching
students since 1993. She fell in love with the
profession because of her father, who was also
a school teacher. She said teaching has been
a cornerstone in her life for as long as she
can remember.

For many teachers like Monson, supporting
kids in the classroom may be a lot harder
without the DOE to help them. Monson teaches
at the Monroe School District in Washington, a
Title 1 school, meaning it’s currently funded by
the DOE. Monson said she doesn’'t know what

her school or classroom may look like without
the DOE.

“We get funding from the federal
government to support students that are in
inconsistent home lives and that are inequitably
served in other ways,” Monson said. “The Title
1 funding provides equal access for all students
and so if the power were to be given to the states
I'm not confident that we would be receiving as
much as we are now”.

Baylor could also feel the long term
ramifications of the end of the DOE. Neil
Shanks, a clinical assistant professor for
middle and secondary education, said
the biggest impact would be to students’
access to civil rights programs funded
by the DOE.

“Because Baylor receives federal funding,
they are bound by Department of Education
policies;,” Shanks said via email. “Therefore,
Baylor students would lose their recourse
for civil rights discrimination or Title IX
protection. It might also — depending on
how it is eliminated — jeopardize access to
federal funding for education which could raise
tuition or eliminate federal loan options to help
afford college”

Incoming students may see a drastically
different campus compared to students the year
before, as many students” safety and financial
stability may be at risk without Title IX and
other federal safeguards.

As it stands, however, many lawmakers
believe the executive branch may not
have the power to completely dissolve the
department. Any plan to abolish the DOE
must run through Congress, as Congress
created the office, not the president. But the
Trump administration could issue executive
orders to limit and slowly remove the
power of the department.

HISTORY from Al

the horrors of lynching. This was especially
impactful since Waco was considered a
“progressive Southern city” at the time,
according to Kurt Terry, author of the thesis
“Forgetting the Lynching of Jesse Washington:
Manifestations of Memory and the
‘Waco Horror”

“His point was, ‘Look at all this going on in
Waco,” Terry said. “If it's happening in Waco,
whats going to happen in the backwoods
of Mississippi or Alabama, where its less
progressive?”

Despite public outrage, Waco remained
silent about the lynching for decades and
quickly removed evidence, including the
tree used to hang Washington, to conceal it,
according to Terry.

But in 2005, Patricia Bernstein’s book,
“The First Waco Horror: The Lynching of
Jesse Washington and the Rise of the NAACP,
exposed citizens to their city’s dark time
period, leading to calls for apologies from
the City Council and McLennan County
Commissioners. Terry said this push was led
by the Community Race Relations Coalition,
a Wacoan group advocating for racial and
cultural awareness.

As a result, the MCC passed a resolution
condemning on May 23, 2006 condemning
Waco's past mob violence. About a month later,
the Waco City Council passed one as well.

The Waco Tribune-Herald continually
praised the CRRC for demanding these
apologies, but one of many who disagreed with
the praise was Fryers great-granddaughter,
Charlotte Morris. According to Terry’s thesis,
she wrote a letter to the news outlet voicing
her displeasure.

“An apology for long-ago acts is not going
to bring lynching victims back, or undo the
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crimes that may have led to them [being]
lynched,” Morris said. “Our family isn’t asking
the community for an apology for what
Washington did to our great-grandmother, nor
do we think the community owes anyone an
apology for what happened to him?”

While SoRelle doesn't believe the evidence
pointed to Washington being innocent, he
brought up a conflicting argument and said his
trial was unfair.

“His interrogation would not have held up
to the standards that we have today,” SoRelle
said. “The signature for a confession — he
couldn't write his name ... He didn’t have
sufficient counsel ... The defense attorneys
were called in and told they had to [represent
him]. I don’t think they were excited about the
prospect — I don’t think they set up any kind of
significant defense”

SoRelle clarified that this injustice does
not diminish Fryers death but stressed
the community’s duty to uphold the
judicial process.

“There were those who said, “Well, let’s not
spend the time and the money to keep him in jail
for a month and the trial and the expense of an
execution; let’s just do it now;” SoRelle said. “But
that’s extralegal, and nobody seemed prepared
to stop that. So you have, certainly, a situation
where the Fryer family wants recognition of the
life that was lost. The Washington family would
want the same thing for an extralegal act taken
by a mob with the support of law enforcement
and the city government.”

A historical marker for Washington now
stands outside Waco City Hall, following a
seven-year effort by the CCRC and the City
of Waco, completed on Feb. 12, 2023. This
commemoration serves as both a memorial and
acknowledgment of Waco’s history of lynching
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FLIGHT SAFETY fromAl

professors, Tim Compton, says, ‘Speculation
means, I don’t know? It is extremely important
to not project or make assumptions until the
official conclusion is released from the NTSB”

Sloane compared different airspaces to
the roads we drive on and referenced the
different expectations we have for those roads.
Expectations for I-35 versus a farm to market
road differ, but Sloane said I-35 is probably
not more dangerous, just busier.

Sloane said commercial airliners operate
under flight instrument rules, which means
“their primary reference during that phase of
flight is going to be referenced by instruments.”
Sloane said this does not necessarily mean
they are flying in bad weather, but that their
primary instruments for reference are inside
the cockpit to navigate and see where they are,
especially during landing.

Sloane said the landing phase is typically
the “most dangerous part of any flight”

“When you're taking off or landing in a
plane — a fixed line airplane — you're super
limited in what you can do or not as far as your
maneuverability;” he said. “You got your flaps
down, youre getting your landing checks.
Now you're doing all this stuff as you're getting
ready to land”

The army helicopter was most likely

operating under a “visual flight plan,
according to Sloane. The pilots still consult
the instruments in the aircraft but mainly use
co-pilots and their visuals.

“The bottom line is, youre flying visually,
but that doesn’t mean you eliminate all those
tools that you have at your disposal to keep
you separate,” Sloane said.

Sloane said having flown these exact routes
with his specialized unit in the Coast Guard,
called The Black Jacks, he feels that the army
helicopter may have gotten slightly off course
in an area they are not familiar with, putting
them into the path of a collision.

Crumbo said aviation safety is the most
complex subject he has studied.

“There are more rules, regulations and
guidelines in aviation than you can imagine,
and they all work together to keep people in
the air and on the ground safe. As a pilot, I
feel like aviation safety is in a good place
right now;” Crumbo said. “There will forever
and always be parts of aviation that can be
made safer, but flying metal pieces through
the sky that weigh anywhere from one ton to
500 tons is inherently dangerous and must
be taught well in order to be done safely. Safe
flying is something every pilot trains for their
entire career”

ROOTS OF RACISM from Al

as a form of extreme justification, where fiscal
want comes to validate acts of violence as a
necessary function of the state.

“When the Portuguese come to Africa and
witness chattel slavery, they don’t get involved
in it because they’re racist; they get involved
in it because they have markets that they
want to expand,” Foley said. “I frame it in the
book as what I call a demonic cycle of self-
interest ... We create narratives in order to
tell ourselves that [violence is] not what we’re
doing to each other, and that’s specifically the
role that race plays”

Dr. Elisabeth Rain Kincaid, director of the
Institute for Faith and Learning, said Foley’s
book highlights how an economy driven by
constant growth will impact every corner of
modern culture.

“Often, we do not realize how much our
own desires and expectations of ‘what is owed
us’ or ‘what we deserve’ are being formed by
the culture around us — making it easier for
us to justify satisfying our own greed and
prioritizing our own desires at the expense of
others,” Kincaid said in an email.

Dr. Jonathan Tran, associate professor
of theology in Great Texts, commented on
Foley’s appeal to the gospel and how his
role as a pastor at Mosaic Waco shapes his

approach toward the deeper roots of modern
racial disparity.

“What Malcolm’s doing — and this is the
pastor theologian in him — is using the lens
of the gospel to examine anti-black racism
and just saying, ‘Once you use the gospel as
the lens through which you see things, you see
things more clearly;” Tran said.

Foley cites the New Testament belief of
rejecting greed as an indication of racism
being a conflict between virtue and vice.

“The most anti-racist scripture is Matthew
6:24, when Jesus says you cannot serve two
masters,” Foley said. “Our history of race
and racism is a proxy battle of a cosmic war
between God and mammon for our souls, so
the purpose of this book is to not only make
people aware of that war, but also to figure out
how to be on the right side of it

In the context of Black History Month, the
book identifies a foundational root of racism
while presenting Christian teaching as a
lasting solution.

“The celebration today is, in some sense,
the examination of Black History Month
through the lens of the gospel to examine the
basis of anti-Black racism as one of greed and
the things that Jesus talked about,” Tran said.”
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