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Let’s get ready 
The Lady Bears will kick off the 
NCAA Tournament against Prairie 
View A&M on Sunday 

Busy business month 
Baylor alum Julie LaStrape gives the 
inside scoop on her involvement in 
the Global Business Forum

Don’t touch that
Park rangers to host  poison safety 
safari from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday in Cameron Park

The Baylor Lariat

Newspaper of the Year | Texas APME Best Student Newspaper | Houston Press Club 

>> Music will ring
Lynette Geary will perform a 
recital on the McLane 
Carillon in honor of Holy 
Week
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>> To the batting cages
Baylor baseball prepares for 
the upcoming OSU series in 
Stillwater, Okla.
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>> Guilty or not?
Arson conviction being re-
examined after fire investi-
gation reveal new evidence
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“Genetic 
engineering may 
seem like a problem 
for the distant 
future, but the 
future is upon us. 
Numbing people to 
the idea of genetic 
engineering may 
open the door 
to other morally 
ambiguous practices 
and technologies 
with dangerous 
potential.”
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From another world
Gateway to India, an 
annual culture show featur-
ing presentations of the 
music, dances and traditions 
of India, will be held from 
6:30 to 10 p.m. Saturday in 
Waco Hall. This event is free 
and open to the public.

Let the game begin
Baylor softball will play the 
University of Texas from 2 
to 4 p.m. Saturday in 
Getterman Stadium. 

The place to go to know 
the places to go

By Josh Day 
Reporter

With the proliferation of e-readers 
and digital textbooks, the way we view 
books is changing.

Today, another type of book will ap-
pear on Baylor’s campus. Community 
members will have the opportunity to 
view a set of artist’s books crafted by a 
traveling husband-and-wife team.

The multicolored gypsy wagon that 
the books — and Peter and Donna 
Thomas — travel in will be parked in 
front of Moody Library so passers-by 
will have a chance to view the books and 
reflect on the value of physical books.    

The Thomases are book artisans 
who craft, bind and print their own unique 
books while traveling across America. 

Artists’ books are unique in their form 
and shape, often looking nothing like the 
average book at a passing glance. 

According to Sha Towers, the di-
rector of liaison services for Baylor Li-
braries, the Thomases will arrive at the 
library at noon.

Towers said they have made a col-
lection that includes 3-inch miniature 
books, a moleskin journal whose pages 
unfold into a single meters-long piece 
of paper, and a book about ukuleles that 
folds out from a real, playable ukulele.  

At 2:30 p.m. today, the Thomases 
will be in Moody Library’s Allbritton 
Foyer, which is located behind Star-
bucks, to discuss the place and future of 
books in an increasingly digital world.

“One of the things that appeals to 
me about artists’ books is that you can’t 
‘e-readerize’ artists’ books. They would 

lose their value and their purpose,” Towers 
said.

Towers said he hopes the artists’ visit 
will spark a conversation about the nature 
of books and the existence of the library 
itself. 

“I see it not as just an introduction to 
artists’ books, but also an introduction to 
stopping and reflecting on the book and the 
library and what that means for us,” Tow-
ers said.

Towers, who knew the artists’ work 
through his involvement with the Baylor 
Libraries’ Book Arts Collection, invited 
the two to Baylor when he heard that the 
Thomases would be traveling to another 
library in Texas. 

The collection is an assortment of 
hundreds of artists’ books from a num-
ber of book artists, including a few of                             
the Thomases’. 

Book makers keep art form alive 
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McGregor sophomore Art Wellborn performs Thursday during the Stanf for Freedom event hosted by 
the International Justice Mission at Fountain Mall. The event featured exhibits protesting slavery and 
sex trafficking. 

Travis Taylor | Lariat PhotographerSinging for justice 

7-Eleven to replace 
old Arby’s beside
Robinson Tower

By Taylor Rexrode
Staff Writer

Don’t think of it as losing an 
Arby’s. Think of it as gaining a 
7-Eleven.

The world’s largest conve-
nience retailer, with close to 
49,500 stores around the world, 
will open a 
store across 
from Robinson 
Tower, an area 
once occupied 
by an Arby’s. 
Now it’s a pile 
of rubble.

The Arby’s 
on University 
Parks Drive and Interstate 35 was 
leveled in late February, allowing 
construction for the new 7-Eleven 
to start immediately. The store is 
expected to open in June, just in 
time for 7-Eleven’s 83rd birthday 
on July 11.  In 1988, 7-Eleven sold 
25 of its Central Texas locations 
to Circle K, an Arizona-based 
convenience retailer, which later 
stopped operations in Waco. 

Ian Geddie, market manager 
for the Austin and Waco areas, 
said that the Waco economy has 
allowed 7-Eleven stores to come 
back and build more stores, in-
cluding one near the Waco traffic 
circle off La Salle Avenue. 

“We have a history of hav-
ing served the Waco area,” Ged-
die said. “The current economic 
climate allows us to once again 
be an integral part of the local 
community. The company looks 
forward to being a part of Waco’s 
economic growth.”

With the opening of this new 
7-Eleven near campus, students 
will have another option when it 
comes to filling up on gas.  7-Elev-
en locations also carry Donuts, 
pastries, hot dogs, coffee, fountain 
drinks and Slurpees along with 
milk, eggs, bread and other food 
items. This store will be less than 
one-fourth of a mile from three 
convenient stores on the north 
side of campus, including an on-

campus Exxon Mobil Smart Stop 
as well as Chevron and Valero sta-
tions across Interstate 35. North 
Richland Hills junior Justin Wis-
niski predicts the 7-Eleven will 
be successful due to the opening 
of the new Baylor Stadium in the 
fall of 2014. 

“I think it 
will do well,” 
Wisniski said. 
“It will be con-
venient since 
the stadium will 
be right there. 
And everyone 
loves Slurpees, 
so that won’t be 
too bad either.”

For Euless junior Megan Stew-
art, the price and convenience 
will determine whether she goes 
to the new 7-Eleven, she said.

“Gas stations on this side of 
the highway are really expensive, 
when I’ve noticed the ones across 
from the highway are normally 5 
to 10 cents cheaper per gallon,” 
Stewart said. “I like 7-Eleven 
stores, and I’m really excited that 
there are going to be Slurpees. If 
7-Eleven does what the others are 
doing price-wise, then I’ll prob-
ably go there.”

The Dallas-based company, 
best known for the Slurpee, a 
frozen flavored drink, and the 
Big Gulp, a 32-ounce soft drink, 
has expanded its reach in Central 
Texas and other areas of the U.S., 
opening more than 900 stores in 
the past year. Major areas of ex-
pansion include New York City, 
Baltimore, Salt Lake City, Port-
land, Seattle, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles and San Diego.

7-Eleven’s marketing team 
has not made plans for any pro-
motional events to bring in stu-
dents to the new University Parks 
location, but Geddie said that 
the company “recognizes the 
importance of Baylor Univer-
sity to Waco and is committed to 
working with and supporting the 
school and community.”

Sic’em Delivery service caters to frenzied college life 
By Paula Ann Solis

Staff Writer

Two recent graduates have 
carried their Baylor school spirit 
into a new business. Sic’em De-
livery offers a service specially 
designed for the college lifestyle.

Sic’em Delivery takes orders 
for food or other goods from 
around the campus area and 
brings them to students’ front 
doors. 

Their services are available 24 

hours a day, seven days a week, 
with the exception of some school 
holidays.

Jake Dahms, who graduated 
last year with a degree in business 
management, said Sic’em Delivery 
was inspired by his experiences at 
Baylor.

“I was at Baylor for four years, 
and especially in dorms, some-
times people are too tired to drive 
and I wished a service like this 
had been provided,” Dahms said. 
“There aren’t many restaurants 

that deliver.”
Dahms, along with childhood 

friend and 2012 Baylor alumnus 
Tyler Bull, opened the doors to 
the new delivery service Feb. 15.

To use Sic’em Delivery, a cus-
tomer can call, put a request in 
online or send a text message 
to the number provided on the 
Sic’em Delivery website, (254) 
652-3331.

Drivers will pick up a food 
order or run errands within the 
highlighted area on the Sic’em 

Delivery website, which has a ra-
dius of about three miles around 
campus. However, Dahms said 
exceptions are made.

The charge for a delivery var-
ies based on the price of the items 
being delivered. 

A $5, $7 and $9 fee is applied 
for orders that fall in the range of 
$1 - $25, $26 - $50, and $51 - $99, 
respectively. Orders in excess of 
$100 are charged 12 percent of 
their total purchase for delivery. 
All major credit cards, debit cards 

and cash are accepted.
Sic’em Delivery will also pick 

up groceries from H-E-B, but 
they limit the purchase to 10 
items, according to the Sic’em De-
livery website.

Special offers are also available 
through their Facebook and Twit-
ter pages. 

Other specials include deliver-
ies from Bush’s Chicken on Sun-
days, and on Tuesdays, orders can 

SEE SIC’EM, page 6

Alumni remember BU roots
By Taylor Rexrode

Staff Writer

Alumni who graduated 50 or 
more years ago will celebrate Bay-
lor pride and tradition with their 
graduating class at the upcoming 
Heritage Club event.

 Heritage Club, a homecom-
ing event sponsored by the Baylor 
Alumni Association, is in its 37th 
year. 

This year’s Heritage Club will 
take place Sunday through Tues-
day. 

The alumni association will 
honor the newest Heritage Club 
class, that of 1963, with golden 
diplomas for the 50th anniversary 
of their graduation. 

All alumni are eligible once 

they have reached their 50-year 
graduation anniversary. 

The class of 1963 will be 
awarded golden diplomas before 
the Heritage Club gala banquet 
on Monday night. 

The banquet will feature key-
note speaker Jody Conradt, for-
mer University of Texas women’s 
basketball coach and Baylor 
alumna. Before they leave on 
Tuesday morning, alumni will 
have a chance to see the changes 
on Baylor’s campus and interact 
with people from their graduat-
ing class.

Alumnus Dr. Colbert “Cokie” 
Held, graduate of 1938 and former 
Baylor professor, will receive his 
diamond diploma while attend-
ing the event, an honor reserved 

for alumni celebrating their 75th 
year as a Baylor graduate. 

Alumni that are eligible for ei-
ther golden or diamond diplomas 
but cannot attend the Heritage 
Club events may request to have 
their diplomas mailed to them.

The event will start Sunday 
night with a musical performance 
by Heavenly Voices choir in the 
George W. Truett Theological 
Seminary.

 On Monday, Heritage Club 
members will be able to attend 
morning sessions where Baylor 
graduates will speak. 

They will have the opportunity 
to go on afternoon tours to the 
Waco Tribune-Herald Museum 

SEE ALUMNI, page 6

“It will be convenient 
since the stadium will 

be right there.” 
 

Justin Winiski | North 
Richland Hills



In 1979, Egypt signed a peace 
treaty with Israel. Part of the agree-
ment included aid for Egypt from 
the United States. Since that time, 
the U.S. has aided Egypt with about 
$2 billion per year. 

The appropriateness of this aid 
has recently been questioned due 
to the political affiliation and anti-
Semitic statements from Egypt’s 
current leader, President Moham-
med Morsi. His statements have 
ranged as far as encouraging his 
country to raise their children to 
hate Jews. 

When I did my initial research 
on this topic, my views were ex-
treme. I was appalled at the idea 
of the United States offering aid 
to someone capable of saying such 
hateful things. In fact, my original 
draft of this column said just that. 
My primary point was that we 
should cut off all aid to Egypt.

However, this idea is irrational 
and out of the question. The po-
litical balance between the United 
States and the Arab world is fragile 
at best. To cut off aid from Egypt 
would be to upset a carefully craft-
ed, though not entirely stable, rela-
tionship. 

Egypt was already in a state of 
political upheaval before Morsi 
became president. Social and po-
litical injustices drove Egyptians 
to riot against former president 
Hosni Mubarak. 

One of the primary groups 
against him was the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the group Morsi so 
happened to be a part of. His af-
filiation with this group has earned 
him many disparaging views from 
Americans. 

The Muslim Brotherhood is 
a very large group that spans 70 
countries. Many of the terrorists 
that have threatened and acted out 
against the U.S. were directly asso-

ciated with this organization.
Partially due to media repre-

sentations, it would not be hard for 
an individual to get the idea that 
the U.S. is practically sponsoring 
the Brotherhood through its aid 
to Egypt considering Morsi’s affili-
ation with them. However, Morsi 
resigned from the Brotherhood 
when he took office. 

One could argue, probably ac-
curately, that Morsi still shares 
their viewpoints. That is not a far 
stretch, which is why it would be 
wise for the United States to keep 

him on a short leash. 
When controversial statements 

from Morsi surfaced, a chain of 
reactions occurred. The media ex-
ploded with different stories about 
Morsi, and those who did not have 
previous knowledge about him 
suddenly found themselves over-
whelmed with information. 

There are videos of him being 
extremely anti-Semitic and records 
of him saying President Obama is 
a liar with empty promises. These 
statements were hardly recent, 
however. Many of them occurred 
in 2010 before Morsi was ever 
president. 

There is no denying that these 
statements are wrong and go di-
rectly against human rights. How-
ever, if the United States were to 
cut off aid from anyone who ever 
said anything hateful, many of us 
would not have had the luxury of 
FAFSA to help us through college.

Essentially, it is not desirable 
that the United States should have 
to support a country with such a 
leader. However, it is simply a pill 
we have to swallow to keep our in-
ternational relations in order.  

I am far from supporting any-
thing Morsi has said, and as I 
stated early, my previous draft was 
completely opposed to this cur-
rent one. The change of mindset 
occurred when I ceased letting the 
media target my emotions and I 
looked at it from a more rational 
standpoint. 

I wish it did not have to be this 
way. However, we are all lucky that 
United States foreign policy is not 
dictated by my emotions. Were this 
the case, we’d be in an even bigger 
mess.

Maleesa Johnson is a freshman 
journalism major from Round Rock. 
She is a reporter for The Lariat.
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For daily updates, 
follow us on Twitter: 

@bulariat

“The political balance 
between the United 
States and the Arab 
world is fragile at 
best. To cut off aid 

from Egypt would be 
to upset a carefully 

crafted, though 
not entirely stable, 

relationship.”BUILD-A-BABY
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Opinion 
The Baylor Lariat 

welcomes reader view-
points through letters 
to the editor and guest 

columns. Opinions 
expressed in the Lariat 

are not necessarily those 
of the Baylor admin-
istration, the Baylor 

Board of Regents or the 
Student Publications 

Board.  

We all wish we were a little bit 
different. 

Be it taller, shorter, thinner, 
bigger, smaller or whatever, there 
is always something that could be 
changed for the better.  For China, 
wishing you were smarter could be 
a thing of the past.

According to a March 15 article 
by international arts and culture 
magazine Vice Magazine, China is 
close to identifying specific genetic 
traits that intelligent people share. 

A company called BMI Shen-
zhen has collected DNA samples 
from some of the smartest people 
in the world in hopes of identify-
ing which alleles determine human 
intelligence. 

The idea is that parents can pro-
duce multiple embryos and pick 
the one that, based on its genetics, 
will be the most intelligent. 

One of the most interesting and 
frightening facts about this is that 
BMI Shenzhen is apparently not 
too far from getting the answers it 
needs.

Genetically engineering hu-
mans has been a topic in philoso-
phy and literature for quite some 
time. While it can have its benefits, 
the consequences would be too 
hefty a price for humans to pay.

Socially, genetic engineering 
would further divide rich and poor. 
Richer people, at first, could afford 
to have different embryos screened 
for their intellectual capacities. 
This means that richer people can 
afford to have the smartest babies 
with the most opportunities. 

Children from lower-income 
families generally have more ob-
stacles to overcome. Genetic en-
gineering would all but stack the 
cards against them. 

Pro-life groups would strongly 
oppose the creation of multiple 

embryos because that would mean 
that the embryos not selected 
would be killed. Life is created just 
so it can end abruptly. 

Currently, plans don’t seem to 
include genetically altering the 
produced embryo, just picking the 
one that naturally has the most de-
sirable traits. 

In other words, a couple that 
uses this service wouldn’t have a 
genetically altered kid. They would 
just have the ability to choose the 
most desirable child that they are 
capable of producing.

Unfortunately, it seems like the 
next step to take would be giving 
parents the ability to choose which 
traits they want their child to have. 

Tall, smart, right-handed, thin, 
creative and nice people will teem 
the streets. While this may sound 
good on paper, it has “dystopia” 
written all over it. 

According to an article in the 
New York Times titled “Do-It-
Yourself Genetic Engineering,” 
the ability to choose things like 
personality and attractiveness are 
right around the corner. 

There are benefits to be had 
here. If BMI Shenzhen is able to 
one day find a way to alter embryos 
in a way that would end certain dis-

eases, then the world would benefit 
greatly from its work. But once you 
get into genetically engineered ba-
bies, Aldous Huxley’s “Brave New 
World” suddenly becomes a reality. 

We Westerners have this idea 
that playing the role of God is 
something to avoid. 

Genetic engineering seems 
to be the most God-like role out 
there, so it would be a touchy and 
debated issue in this part of the 
world due to its controversial na-
ture. 

Many Westerners disliked Nazi 
Germany because it practiced eu-
genics. Genetic engineering, much 
like eugenics, would ultimately 
eliminate (or at the very least, 
segregate) human traits that are 
deemed to be undesirable.

Genetic engineering could 
create another cultural divide 
that poses a threat to much of the 
world. If only one part of the world 
is making these super-babies, how 
quickly will the rest of the world 
fall behind in the business world 
and in the classrooms?

What if the technology that al-
lows you to breed geniuses were to 
fall into the hands of, say, North 
Korea, who is an ally of China 
and keeps threatening to nuke us? 
What if China uses the geniuses 
to build weapons or take over the 
world? The technology to breed 
scientists is dangerous in the hands 
of anyone, us included.

Genetic engineering may seem 
like a problem for the distant fu-
ture, but the future is upon us. 
Numbing people to the idea of 
genetic engineering may open the 
door to other morally ambiguous 
practices and technologies with 
dangerous potential. 

Whatever we humans decide to 
do with this, the consequences are 
far-reaching. 

Humanity needs to proceed 
with caution until our understand-
ing of the ethics of these technolo-
gies catches up to the technology 
itself. 

Corrections

The photo pictured in 
the article “Music an in-
strument of faith for stu-
dents, alumnus,” which 
ran yesterday, does not 
feature David Bolin but a 
member of First Baptist 
Waco’s orchestra. The Lar-
iat regrets the error. 

The Baylor Lariat is 
committed to ensuring 
fair and accurate report-
ing and will correct errors 
of substance on Page 2.

 Corrections can be 
submitted to the editor by 
sending an e-mail to Lar-
iat_letters@baylor.edu or 
by calling 254-710-1712.

Letters to the editor 
should include the writer’s 
name, hometown, major, 
graduation year and phone 
number. Phone numbers 
will not be printed and are 
used expressly for the pur-
poses of clarification.

Non-student writers 
should include their ad-
dress. Please try to limit 
your response to 300 words. 

Once submitted, each 
letter is given a headline 
that is intended to capture 
the main point of the letter 
and is in no way intended 

as a statement of fact.

Letters that focus on an 
issue affecting students or 
faculty may be considered 
for a guest column at the 
editor’s discretion. 

All submissions become 
the property of The Baylor 
Lariat. 

The Lariat reserves the 
right to edit letters for 
grammar, length, libel and 
style. Letters should be e-
mailed to Lariat_Letters@
baylor.edu.

Letters to the editor

Editor-in-chief 
Caroline Brewton*

City editor 
Linda Wilkins*

News editor 
Alexa Brackin*

Assistant city editor 
Rob Bradfield*

Copy desk chief 
Josh Wucher

A&E editor 
Linda Nguyen*

Sports editor 
Greg DeVries*

Photo editor 
Matt Hellman

Multimedia prod.
Haley Peck

Web editor 
David Trower

Copy editor 
Ashley Davis*

Copy editor 
Mashaal Hashmi

Staff writer 
Taylor Rexrode

Staff writer 
Kate McGuire

Staff writer 
Paula Ann Solis

Sports writer 
Parmida Schahhosseini

Sports writer 
Daniel Hill

Photographer 
Travis Taylor

Photographer 
Monica Lake

Editorial Cartoonist 
Asher Murphy*

Ad Representative 
Shelby Pipken

Ad Representative 
Katherine Corliss

Ad Representative 
Simone Mascarenhas

Ad Representative 
Victoria Carroll

Ad Representative 
Aaron Fitzgerald

Delivery 
Josue Moreno 

Delivery 
Taylor Younger

*Denotes member
of editorial board

Isolating genes for intelligence to create smarter 
children for birth needs ethical consideration

US should not cut off 
monetary aid to Egypt
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“Genetic engineering 
could create another 
cultural divide that 

poses a threat to much 
of the world. If only 

one part of the world 
is making these super-

babies, how quickly 
will the rest of the 

world fall behind in the 
business world and in 

the classrooms?”
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March is mad for business forum coordinator
By Kara Blomquist

Reporter

To Julie LaStrape, March Mad-
ness is not a college basketball 
tournament. It’s a time of year that 
is so insanely busy, it can drive you 
mad. 

LaStrape is one of the main 
organizers of the annual Global 
Business Forum, which brings 
speakers from areas such as aca-
demics, business and public policy 
to explore issues facing the world 
economy.

March is one of her busiest 
times of year because of her in-
volvement with the forum, said 
LaStrape, office manager and pro-
gram coordinator for the McBride 
Center for International Business.

 LaStrape helps with all of the 
details of the weeklong event, from 
getting flowers onto tables to pick-
ing up speakers from the airport, 
she said. 

She also works on publicizing 
the forum, getting the speakers 
parking passes and making sure 
the rooms are set up correctly. She 
has been working on the forums 
since they began in 2007. Hotel 
rooms, menus and microphones 
are just a few things LaStrape has 
overseen. 

Every year something goes 
wrong, she said. This year a key-
note speaker couldn’t come. The 
potential speaker is a member of 
the Kenyan government, where 
there was some confusion with 
the last election, which took place 
March 4. 

The electronic voting machines 
failed, and the votes had to be 
hand-counted. The results were 
extremely close, and the potential 
speaker couldn’t leave until one 
party clearly received more than 50 
percent of the vote.   

“So every year there’s some-
thing,” she said. “The philosophy is 

we do as much as we can to make 
sure that everything that we can 
control is perfect, or as perfect as it 
can be, and deal with what comes.”

Dr. Joseph McKinney, associate 
director of the McBride Center for 
International Business and profes-
sor of international economics, 
said he believes LaStrape has done 
a great job with the forums.

“She takes a tremendous bur-
den off of Dr. Gardner and me,” 
he said. “Most people don’t realize 
how much work goes into organiz-
ing a conference.” 

Dr. Steve Gardner is the direc-
tor of the McBride Center, chair-
man of the economics department, 
and one of the organizers of the 
event. 

LaStrape said she enjoys work-
ing on the global business forums.

“When it’s over, I kind of have 
that sigh, you know, ‘It worked 
again,’” she said. “But I miss it be-
cause we bring in such wonderful 

speakers that it’s kind of like it’s a 
sigh of relief, but it’s also like, ‘Oh, 
they’re gone.’”

LaStrape has helped plan other 
conferences, including a free trade 
conference and an ethics confer-
ence. 

But she is not a one-trick pony. 
Her responsibilities extend far be-
yond conference planning.

LaStrape is the only adminis-
trator for the Baylor in Great Brit-
ain Program, for which her duties 
include answering students’ ques-
tions and handling all of the neces-
sary paperwork, she said. 

“I love sending students 
abroad,” LaStrape said. “I didn’t 
go abroad when I was a Baylor 
student, and so that’s kind of why 
I felt this job was perfect, because 
that’s one of the regrets I have, that 
I didn’t go abroad.”

LaStrape also makes sure the 
McBride center runs smoothly. 
The McBride center coordinates 

and supports the international ac-
tivities of the Hankamer School of 
Business. 

“I do everything,” she said. “If 
they ask me to do it and I have time 
to do it, I do it.”

She is the only administrative 
assistant the McBride center has 
ever had. She became the office 
manager in 1999. 

The McBride center is made 
up of three employees, McKinney, 
Gardner and LaStrape, who have 
worked together since LaStrape 
joined the staff. 

Gardner and LaStrape had an 
instant connection because both 
studied Russia, LaStrape said.

LaStrape majored in Russian 
while at Baylor, and Gardner fo-
cused on Slavic studies and eco-
nomics at the University of Texas 
at Austin and has lived in Moscow, 
Gardner said.

“We don’t hang out and speak 
Russian a lot around here, but that 

sort of appreciation for foreign 
languages and cultures is a very 
important part of working in this 
area,” he said.

LaStrape’s interest in Russian 
actually helped her get the job in 
the McBride center, Gardner said.

She can still remember her in-
terview for the position, LaStrape 
said. It was two or three hours long.

“It was August, and I was wear-
ing a wool suit,” she said. “Surpris-
ingly, I still got the job.”

She has helped edit textbooks 
and makes copies for classes   
Gardner and McKinney teach, 
LaStrape said.

Despite all of the responsibility, 
LaStrape said she loves her job.

“I don’t know if I would love the 
business school at other places, but 
where I am, with the faculty that 
I work with and the staff that are 
around me, they’re just amazing,” 
she said.

Officials to review arson cases for possible wrongful convictions 

In this 1988 photo, Edward Graf, left, is consoled by Don Youngblood, a 
private investigator who worked with Graf’s attorneys. A jury sentenced 
Graf to life in prison for killing his two stepsons by locking them in a back-
yard shed and setting it on fire in Waco.

Associated Press

By Nomaan Merchant
Associated Press

GATESVILLE— Ed Graf was 
given life in prison 25 years ago for 
killing his two stepsons by locking 
them in a backyard shed and set-
ting it on fire. 

Two investigators used photos 
of the shed's remains to persuade 
jurors that Graf had started the fire 
intentionally.

By today's standards of fire 
analysis, though, the investigators 
may have been mistaken.

Authorities in Texas and in 
other states are beginning to re-
examine cases in which defendants 
were sent to prison for setting fires 
based on expert testimony about 
burn patterns and charring that to-
day is considered suspect. 

Nine years after Texas executed 
Cameron Todd Willingham for 
killing his three children in a fire — 
a conviction questioned by many 
legal advocates and fire experts — 

the state fire marshal and the non-
profit Innocence Project of Texas 
are working together to review the 
evidence in fire investigations and 
identify cases in which convictions 
might have been questionable.

Representatives will meet next 
month to start reviewing the first 
six cases, including Graf 's, who 
was convicted in 1988 of setting 
the deadly fire in the central Texas 
town of Hewitt.

It's a rare collaboration between 
state officials and criminal justice 
advocates who are usually at odds.

"We both have the same goals, 
to make sure that justice is served." 
said Chris Connealy, the state fire 
marshal.

The National Fire Protection 
Association issued its first set of 
fire investigation guidelines in 
1992. Before then, fire investigators 
did not always use uniform proce-
dures, Connealy said. 

Also, advances in scientific 
analysis have found other explana-

tions for burn patterns once con-
sidered to be signs of arson.

The Innocence Project, a na-
tional legal reform group that has 
worked to exonerate more than 
250 convicts, has identified po-
tentially problematic arson cases 
in several states, including one in 
Tucson, Ariz., in 1970 in which 29 
people were killed.

In Texas, which has had to free 
more than 100 inmates wrongly 
convicted in criminal cases, the 
state Innocence Project has nar-
rowed its working list to about 60 
arson cases of the 1,000 reviewed, 
chief counsel Jeff Blackburn said. 

A state expert panel, the Texas 
Forensic Science Commission, has 
also made 17 recommendations 
for improving how arson cases are 
handled.

The widespread attention given 
the Willingham case has driven 
interest in looking at other arson-
related convictions. 

The Forensic Science Com-

mission investigated the case for 
years, but was barred by Attorney 
General Greg Abbott from issuing 
a final report. 

Arson experts hired by the 
commission found the 1991 fire 
was most likely accidental.

It's possible that problems will 
be found with more cases, Con-
nealy said.

"Having been around fire inves-
tigations and being in the fire ser-
vice the last 35 years, I saw where 
there could be improvements," 
Connealy said in an interview. "I 
wanted to try to lead that effort 
to improving fire investigations. It 
should be based on science."

If the group finds problems 
with an arson investigation, its 
findings will be sent to the authori-
ties with jurisdiction over the case 
and to the Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Connealy said. 

No action will be required, but 
the report could help someone 
who is wrongly imprisoned.
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DAILY PUZZLES Answers at www.baylorlariat.com

Across
1 __-minded
6 Skating team
10 Strong desire, with “the”
14 Caught this morning
15 “Look __ when I’m talking to 
you!”
16 Auth. of many snarky blog com-
ments
17 “Scrubs” head nurse
18 Nurses
19 “__ 911!”: police series parody
20 Hot sauce ingredient
23 Beret-sporting revolutionary
25 Operation Overlord vessel, for 
short
26 Concerto standout
27 Vox populi
30 Monstrous
31 Off __: sporadically
32 NBAer who tweeted “I’m about 
to retire” in 2011
33 Wrinkly toy
34 Silver-tongued
38 No later than
41 British blame game?
43 Genre artist of mid-18th-century 
Europe
45 Men’s department fixture
47 Vessel near the desserts
48 Droop
49 Stinger? (and what’s literally 
found in 20-, 27- and 43-Across)
52 Produced fiction?
53 Say and mean
54 Slapstick sidekick
57 “House,” in Inuit
58 Suckling spot
59 Favors, with “toward”
60 Fanfare
61 Woody’s son
62 “Tearin’ Up My Heart” band

Down
1 Compound once used as aerosol 
propellant: Abbr.
2 NPR’s “Science Friday” host 

Flatow
3 Anatomical column component
4 Land in el agua
5 Dry French wine
6 Target in the end zone
7 System ending?
8 Eliciting awe
9 Plead in court, say
10 Whaling weapon
11 Bowler’s target
12 Strengthens
13 Sound from the bull pen
21 “The Nazarene” author Sholem
22 Belgian prime minister Di Rupo
23 Coast Guard noncoms
24 Jackman of “Les Misérables” 
(2012)
28 Sloshed
29 São __
33 Examine, as produce

35 “Game on!”
36 Coconut product?
37 McEnroe rival
39 Tar Heel St.
40 Improvisational piece
41 Gideon Fell creator John Dick-
son __
42 Apt vehicle in a presidential 
motorcade?
43 Furniture wood
44 __ Rico
45 Dutch export
46 Covent Garden architect Jones
50 Scaloppine meat
51 Fútbol cheers
55 Resting place
56 “I didn’t mean to do that” key

Difficulty: Evil

By Connor Yearsley
Contributor

Today the bells in the belfry of 
Pat Neff Hall will ring to signal the 
approach of Holy Week.

Lynnette Geary, resident car-
illonneur (pronounced care-uh-
lahn-oo-er), will give the carillon 
recital beginning at 5 p.m.  

A carillon is a keyboard in-
strument with dowel-like keys 
connected by wire to the clappers 
of correspondingly-tuned bells. 
When the keys are pushed down, 
the clappers are drawn to strike the 
bells, which remain stationary. The 
keyboard and bells together make 
up the carillon. 

The McLane Carillon in Pat 
Neff Hall, which was named after 
the family of the instrument’s do-
nor, Drayton McLane, has a range 

of four octaves (48 notes) that be-
gins with a low C and goes up to 
high C. The low C weighs 4,370 
pounds and the high C weighs 29 
pounds. Combined, all the bells 
weigh 22 tons. The bottom two oc-
taves of the instrument can also be 
played with foot pedals.

Today’s recital will feature ar-
rangements of traditional hymns 
associated with Holy Week, the 
week leading up to Easter.

“I love that music and I wanted 
an occasion to play it,” Geary said. 
She said she did this recital a few 
years ago and wanted to do it again. 

The recital will begin with the 
playing of the “Doxology.” 

Geary said it’s hard for her to 
single out a favorite piece from the 
program. 

She said she likes the hymn 
“Ah, Holy Jesus,” which is set to the 

tune “Herzliebster Jesu” by Johann 
Crüger. “That tune is very pretty,” 
she said.

Geary said she thinks “A Som-
ber Pavan” by 
Ronald Barnes 
might be the 
most technically 
challenging piece 
on the program. 

“It’s very ex-
pressive,” she 
said. “It’s a slow 
piece, but you’ve 
got to have 
enough control 
so that all the lines are clear.”

She said one of the challenges 
of playing the carillon is preventing 
sounds from becoming jumbled 
or muddied. The melody can get 
overpowered since the bells ring 
for so long and since carillon music 

often has flurries of notes on top of 
or underneath the melody.

Geary said every piece on the 
program has its challenges. She 

said “Prelude 
on ‘The King’s 
M a j e s t y ’ ” 
by Milford 
Myhre is dif-
ficult because 
the melody 
is played us-
ing the foot 
pedals. The 
part requires 
playing two 

notes simultaneously (called dou-
ble stops) for a prolonged period. 
She said that makes it pretty loud 
for a little while, but the piece has a 
quiet ending. 

“Drop, Drop, Slow Tears” by 
Orlando Gibbons is another piece 

on the program in which the mel-
ody is played with the feet while 
the hands accompany in the higher 
ranges. 

Geary said the piece “Windsor” 
presents the melody in a canon that 
fits together beautifully. A canon is 
a technique in which the melody 
is started and then, usually in an-
other voicing, started again, so that 
the two or more melodic lines are 
staggered slightly. 

“Windsor” also requires the use 
of some polyrhythms. For example, 
in the piece, triplets played on top 
of duplets is polyrhythmic. 

Geary said the last two pieces 
on the program, “Ah, Holy Jesus” 
and “When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross,” which is set to the tune 
“Rockingham” by Edward Miller, 
are more straight-forward than the 
rest of the program. 

Geary said the “Rockingham” 
tune has a nice, upbeat character 
about it. “It’s a nice one,” she said.

Also on the program are “Baby-
lon’s Streams” by Thomas Campian 
and “Lord, Who Throughout These 
Forty Days,” which is set to the 
tune “St. Flavian.” 

Geary said she hopes people 
will come listen to the recital. 

“It’s contemplative music,” she 
said. “There’s nothing bombastic 
about it.”

She also said she thinks it will 
be a good way for people to start 
the weekend before Holy Week. 

Geary said Founders Mall, be-
tween Pat Neff Hall and Waco Hall, 
is a good place to listen to the re-
cital. Programs will be placed in a 
basket on the steps of Pat Neff Hall 
for people to pick up. The recital is 
free and open to the public.

Carillon recital kicks off Holy Week and ending of Lent

Safari seeks to educate children on dangers of little-known poisons
By Rebecca Fiedler

Reporter

In a place full of lions, tigers 
and bears, visitors to the Cameron 
Park Zoo will learn to live safer 
lives, as the zoo hosts its Poison 
Safety Safari. Together with the 
Central Texas Poison Control Cen-
ter at Scott & White Healthcare, 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Cameron 

Park Zoo will have 
games and pre-

sentations for 
kids and their 
f a m i l i e s , 
teaching ev-
eryone about 
poison 

safety. This will be the first time 
that the Cameron Park Zoo has 
hosted this event since 2003.

“We tell the public that ev-
erything can be poisonous,” said 
Jennifer Watson, community edu-
cation specialist for the Central 

Texas Poison 

Center 
at Scott & 

White Health-
care. “It just depends 
on the dose. So even 
water can be poison-
ous.”

In the front plaza 
of the zoo, children 12 

years old and younger 
will be able to pick up a 

goody bag with a scavenger hunt 
booklet and free giveaways inside. 
When they finish filling out the 
booklet from the hunt the children 
can enter to win a drawing for a 
girl’s or boy’s bike, both of which 
were donated by Walmart in Tem-
ple said Connie Kassner, education 
curator for the Cameron Park Zoo.

“A lot of times, it seems like 
people come to the zoo and they 
don’t realize something else is go-
ing on, and then they really enjoy 
the fact that there are other things 
to do in the zoo besides just walk 
around and look at the animals,” 
Kassner said.

On the playground area of 
the zoo, children and families 
will learn about things found in 
the wild with a special focus on 
things found locally, Kassner said. 
One activity, a game, will compare 
things that look alike, like candy 
and certain medicines, and will 

educate kids on the difference be-
tween what is edible and what isn’t.

 Scott & White Healthcare will 
talk to parents about childproof-
ing their homes and will give away 
child safety locks for cabinets. 

The Safe Kids coalition will talk 
about car seat and vehicle safety.

There will be a drunk driving 
simulator in the front plaza, where 
visitors can see for themselves 
what it’s like to drive drunk.

Alpha Epsilon Delta, a Baylor 
student organization, will be com-
ing out and volunteering with mul-
tiple aspects of the event, Kassner 
said.

A nature trail activity around 
the park will help teach children 
where poisons “hide,” educating 
kids on organisms such spiders, 
snakes and ants, Watson said.

“It kind of gets children think-
ing not to pick those things up, and 
don’t put them in your mouth, and 

don’t try to kill a spider or snake on 
your own — things like that,” Wat-
son said. 

The Humane Society of Central 
Texas will talk about pet safety. 

The Temple Target store will be 
hosting a “mother-may-I” game, 
which will teach kids about what 
is and isn’t safe for them to eat, 
smell and touch. Some zookeepers 
will be talking about invertebrates’ 
bites and stings and reptiles, focus-
ing on Texas organisms.

“For example,” Kassner said, 
“our reptile staff will be talk-
ing about the milk snake and the 
coral snake; how one is venomous 
and one is not; how you’ll find rat 
snakes and they’ll talk about cot-
tonmouths and copperheads and 
different snakes you’ll find in this 
area.”

This week is National Poison 
Prevention Week, and in honor of 
that, there will be a poison safety 

poster contest for the children, 
judged by zoo staff. Children will 
be able to make a poster Saturday, 
but many have already submitted 
posters through their schools. The 
winner of the poster contest will 
get a yearlong family membership 
pass to the zoo.

Watson, who visits schools to 
educate children on poison safety, 
said most children will think about 
poison ivy when hearing the word 
“poison.” They don’t think about 
medication or cleaning supplies 
being poisonous, she said.

“I wish that we could speak to 
parents more. Unfortunately when 
I go to groups of parents — and 
it’s usually in a parenting class or 
something — there’s not a lot of 
parents that want to attend parent-
ing classes, so we don’t get to talk 
to as many as we would like. But 
when I do talk to them, they are 
amazed and shocked.”

“It’s contemplative 
music. There’s 

nothing bombastic 
about it.” 

 
Lynnette Geary | Carillonneur
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C L A S S I F I E D S                 Call  Today!  (254) 7 10-3407
HOUSING

HOUSE FOR LEASE—5 BR, 
2.5 Bath, Washer/Dryer Pro-
vided.  Convenient to Cam-
pus.  Rent:  $1200/month.  
Call 754-4834 for more in-
formation. 

DUPLEX for lease!  2 BR / 1 
Bath.   Walk to class, Clean, 
Well-Kept.  Rent starting at 
$425/month.  Ask about our 
Summer Discount!   Please 
call 754-4834 for an ap-
pointment to view.

ONE BR APARTMENTS AVAIL-
ABLE!  Walking Distance 
to Campus.  Affordable 
Rates.   Rates starting at 
$370/month.  Knotty Pine 
Apartments, Driftwood Apart-
ments, and Cypress Point 
Apartments.  ASK ABOUT 
OUR SUMMER DISCOUNT!  
Please call 754-4834 for 
an appointment to view the 
properties.

**Coolest Management in 
Town!** Annnd.... Student  
Specials, Gated, Spacious 
Rooms.  Call 254-715-1566 
to check ‘em out today.  Pet 
Lovers Welcome :P  Allen 
Properties

Baylor Lariat
Classifieds

(254) 710-3407
Lariat_Ads@Baylor.edu

Goodwill Industries is seeking 
a FT Learning Center Special-
ist. Hours will vary to include 
evenings. Potential applicants 
must have EXCELLENT com-
puter skills, specifically an in-
termediate level of experience 
with Microsoft Excel, Word, 
and Powerpoint. Responsibili-
ties include: resume develop-
ment, job search/placement 
assistance, interview skills/
self-presentation training, one-
on-one computer training, ca-
reer counseling, and computer 
skills instructor. This position 
will teach numerous levels of 
computer classes so candi-
dates must be comfortable 
speaking in front of groups 
of people. Must be a fast 
learner and “service” orient-
ed. Benefits include: health/
life insurance, paid vacation/
sick/holiday time, employer 
matched retirement package, 
and dental and supplemental 
insurance available. Bache-
lor’s degree preferred in a So-
cial Service field. Experience 
providing career counseling 
preferred. Only qualified appli-
cants should apply!!! $12.50/
hr. Computer skills test will be 
administered to potential can-
didates before employment is 
offered. Please email cover 
letter and resume to apps@
hotgoodwill.org, Subject Line: 
Learning Center Specialist.

Goodwill Industries is seeking a 
FT Learning Center Coordinator. 
Hours could possibly include 
evenings. Potential applicants 
must have EXCELLENT com-
puter skills, specifically an in-
termediate level of experience 
with Microsoft Excel, Word, 
and Powerpoint. Responsibili-
ties include: resume develop-
ment, job search/placement 
assistance, interview skills/
self-presentation training, one-
on-one computer training, ca-
reer counseling, and computer 
skills instructor. Must be a fast 
learner and “service” oriented. 
Will teach computer classes 
and career related courses so 
person must feel comfortable 
speaking in front of a crowd. 
Position will be responsible for 
the coordination of activities in 
the Learning Center to include 
developing relationships with 
other non-profits, meeting with 
potential partners, and helping 
to establish new service pro-
grams.  Benefits include: paid 
vacation/sick/holiday time, 
employer matched retirement 
package, and dental and sup-
plemental insurance available. 
Bachelor’s degree REQUIRED 
in a Social Service field. Expe-
rience providing career coun-
seling preferred. Only quali-
fied applicants should apply! 
$28,600/hr. To apply, please 
submit resume and cover let-
ter to apps@hotgoodwill.org, 
Subject Line: Learning Center 
Coordinator.

EMPLOYMENT

IDENTITY THIEF [R]   
1050   120   425   710   945
SNITCH [PG13]   1040   135   
410   725   955
2D ESCAPE FROM 
PLANET EARTH [PG]  100 
JACK THE GIANT 
SLAYER 2D [PG13]   1155  
510   1010
DEAD MAN DOWN [R]   
1145  540
OZ THE GREAT AND 
POWERFUL 2D [PG]  1035   
125   415   705   1000
THE CALL [R] 1055  105   
205   315   530   755  1020
BURT WONDERSTONE 
[PG13]   1140   200   430   
700   935
ADMISSION [PG13]   1100   
130   405  715   940

OLYMPUS HAS FALLEN 
[R]  1115   225   505   600   
745   900   1025
CROODS 2D [PG]   1130   
215   300   500   740   815   
1020
21 AND OVER [R]   155   
420   720   930
SAFE HAVEN [PG]  1120 
SPRING BREAKERS 
[R]   1105   115   320   535   
750   1005

*UPCHARGE for all 3D films

*** IN DIGITAL 3D! ***

3D JACK THE GIANT 
SLAYER [PG13]  230   740
3D ESCAPE FROM 
PLANET EARTH [PG]  
1045   310 
3D OZ THE GREAT AND 
POWERFUL [PG]  1110   1230   
210   325   525   615   820   905
3D CROODS [PG]  1030   110   
400   640   920

Bears ready for second-round war with Sun Devils

Freshman forward Taurean Prince rises up to shoot a 3-pointer Wednesday against Long Beach State in the first 
round of the NIT. Prince finished with 14 points and seven rebounds in 12 minutes of play.

Matt Hellman | Lariat Photo Editor

By Daniel Hill
Sports Writer

Lady Bears start journey to repeat Check out our Web-only 
content on baylorlariat.com

Track team hosts Baylor Quad 
Invitational

Baseball begins 
conference play at 

OSU

Softball starts Big 12 schedule 
against Texas

The path for a consecutive Na-
tional Title begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday as the No. 1 Baylor Lady 
Bears play No. 16 Prairie View 
A&M Lady Panthers in the Fer-
rell Center in the first game of the 
NCAA Tournament. 

“We’re ready. We’re ready to 
play,” head coach Kim Mulkey said. 
“We’re not used to sitting this long 
period of time. I thought we had an 
outstanding practice, inter-squad 
scrimmage Saturday.”

Baylor received a No. 1 seed for 
the third consecutive year and the 
overall No. 1 seed in back-to-back 
years. Baylor is led by senior post 
Brittney Griner and junior guard 

Odyssey Sims, who were named to 
the Women’s Basketball Coaches 
Association All-Region Team. 
Griner and Sims also received this 
honor last year. 

Griner leads the nation in 
shooting percentage at 60.4 per-
cent and leads Baylor in scoring at 
23.6 points. She also averages nine 
rebounds and 4.2 blocks per game. 
Sims averages 12.7 points and 5.7 
assists per game. She ranks second 
in the nation in assist-to-turnover 
ratio at 2.7.

Baylor also ranks first in the 
nation in assists per game at 21.8. 
The Lady Bear’s smart guard play 
is what allows for success on both 
ends of the court. 

Senior guard Jordan Madden 
has been tasked with guarding 

the best player from the opposing 
team this season. However, Mad-
den is having her best season of-
fensively, shooting 52.7 percent 
from the field and making clutch 
3-point shots when Baylor needs 
them most. 

Prairie View A&M is 17-14 on 
the year, but in the NCAA Tourna-
ment, anything can happen 

 “We’re going to take it one 
game at a time and not overlook 
anyone,” Sims said. “No matter 
what seed they are, we can get beat 
at any time and we have to stay fo-
cused and continue to push each 
other throughout these six games.” 

Senior guard Latia Williams 
leads the Lady Panthers in both 
scoring and rebounding at 13.2 
points and 9.2 rebounds per game. 

Senior guard Kiara Etienne av-
erages 11.3 points per game. Prai-
rie View A&M scores an average of 
59.8 points per game and give up 
57.8 for a scoring margin of +2.1. 
They also average 35.3 rebounds 
and 12.6 assists per game. 

Keeping up with the Lady Bears 
is a tough task. Not only are they 
the No. 3 offense in the nation, but 
they also share the ball. 

“Throughout the season I’ve 
been growing actually, from watch-
ing [Sims] play and playing with 
her and against her,” freshman 
guard Niya Johnson said. “Overall, 
I’m getting better and better by just 
watching her and she’s just giving 
me strategies on the defensive side 
because she’s the best defensive 
player in the nation.”

After defeating Long Beach 
State 112-66 Wednesday in the 
first round of the NIT, the No. 2 
seed Baylor will host the No. 3 seed 
Arizona State Sun Devils at 7 p.m. 
tonight at the Ferrell Center.

“We’re excited because we won 
the first game but we don’t really 
know much about Arizona State 
yet, other than that they are a great 
team,” junior guard Brady Heslip 
said. 

Head coach Scott Drew said it 
was just nice to play someone out-
side of the Big 12 Conference. 

“Playing in the Big 12, I think 
it was nice to just play somebody 
else,” Drew said. “I think every year 
every conference argues which is 
the best conference, and I go back 
to the last five years, the most pros 
and the most lottery picks. It’s re-
freshing to see somebody different 
and I think everybody played like 
that too.”

With such a large lead against 
Long Beach State, the Bears uti-
lized the opportunity to rest their 

key players to help them have more 
energy for Friday night’s contest.

“That’s something that we took 
into account,” Drew said. “We 
didn’t want to get anyone injured, 
and we wanted to have everybody 
as fresh as we could because we’re 
playing in another 48 hours.”

The Bears will look to their se-
nior guards A.J. Walton and Pierre 
Jackson to help the team protect 
home court on tonight against 
ASU.

“Coach is always telling us that 
the toughest game of a tournament 
is always the first one,” Walton 
said. “We have two more at home, 
so that’s a plus. Coach Drew does a 
great job of helping us recover and 
playing different players. Being a 
senior, me and Pierre Jackson can 
help the young guys and tell them 
what to do and make sure they’ll be 
ready to play Friday.”

“Home court advantage is so 
important in this postseason,” 
Drew said. “I know Friday’s game 
at 7 o’clock is going to be a war and 
it’ll be two great teams no matter 
who we end up playing.”

Arizona State has a freshman 

point guard who closely resembles 
Jackson in both height and style 
of play. Jahii Carson is listed at 
5-foot-10 and 175 pounds and uses 
his quickness, just like Jackson. 

Carson averages 18.4 points 
and 5.1 assists per game for the Sun 
Devils. Jackson, listed at 5-foot-10 
and 180 pounds, averages 19.5 
points and 6.4 assists per game for 
Baylor. Drew knows that Arizona 
State’s game plan starts with its star 
freshman point guard.

“He’s one of the best point 
guards in the country and they 
have a 7-foot-2, 250 lb. big man 
[junior center Jordan Bachynski], 
a monster,” Drew said. “They are 
a team that a lot of people thought 
were going to go to the NCAA and 
then they lost a couple of tough 
ones down the stretch so they’re a 
really good team and that’ll be a re-
ally great game. Anyone that’s seen 
Arizona State, knows that they play 
fast, they play off of ball screens 
and everything starts with their 
point guard, so I think this is two 
teams to make sure you put your 
contacts in because it’s going to be 
a blur out there.”

By Parmida Schahhosseini
Sports Writer

Matt Hellman | Lariat Photo Editor
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NY school experiences tense 
claims of racism, anti-Semitism

By Jim Fitzgerald
Associated Pres

SPRING VALLEY, N.Y. — 
School board meetings descend 
into shouting matches. Accusa-
tions of racism and anti-Semitism 
fly. Angry parents turn their backs 
on board members in a symbolic 
stand of disrespect.

Tension in a suburban New 
York school district is rooted in 
an unusual dynamic: The families 
who send their children to public 
schools are mostly Hispanic and 
African-American. The school 
board is almost entirely made up 
of ultra-Orthodox Jews who send 
their children to private schools 
and are bent on keeping taxes low.

“It’s as if the board of directors 
of Coke only owned stock in Pep-
si,” said Steven White, an activist 
for the public schools.

Public-school parents accuse 
the board of the 9,000-student 
East Ramapo Central School Dis-
trict of cutting teachers, guidance 
counselors, art programs, all-day 
kindergarten and the high school 
marching band, while diverting 
public resources to favored Ortho-
dox institutions.

Peggy Hatton, who co-hosts a 
radio program that features school 
issues, said, “It’s just becoming 
impossible for our students to ap-
ply to colleges when the advanced 
placement classes are cut, the ex-
tracurriculars are cut.”

How a public school district 
that’s 57 percent black, including 
Haitian, and 29 percent Hispanic 
came to be governed by ultra-
Orthodox Jews is a case study in 
changing demographics and the 
power of democracy.

The district, 25 miles north 
of New York City in Rockland 
County, has been settled rapidly 
in recent years by Jews from the 
Hasidic and other sects who came 
from their traditional strongholds 
of Brooklyn. They quickly built 
their own schools, or yeshivas, 
raised large families and became a 
powerful voting bloc. Though not 

a majority of the population, they 
have organized to defeat school 
budgets that increase taxes and to 
elect members of their own com-
munities to the board.

At the same time, public-school 
supporters are less organized; 
many are believed to be non-citi-
zens who don’t vote. And the area’s 
older residents have also tended 
to vote against school budget in-
creases.

At least seven of the nine board 
members are ultra-Orthodox Jew-
ish men. A man and a woman 
who represented the public-school 
community resigned from the 
board in January, alleging intimi-
dation by the rest of the board. Two 
men, one black and one Jewish, 
were appointed to replace them.

The stark division has led to a 
flurry of lawsuits and petitions, 
and New York State has intervened, 
blocking the sale of a public school 
building to a Jewish congregation 
and warning the board to change 
the way it uses public special edu-
cation money for private schools.

While state law provides for a 
school district to pay some private 
school expenses, for transporta-
tion, textbooks and special educa-
tion, the state alleges that East Ra-
mapo has been too quick to move 
children — mostly Jewish children 
— from the public schools into 
special education schools run by 
the Orthodox. Each case funnels 
thousands of taxpayer dollars to 
the private schools.

The state is also insisting that 
the district balance its budget, 
which has an estimated $8 million 
deficit this school year. At a meet-
ing Tuesday night, the board ap-
proved borrowing $7.5 million.

That meeting illustrated the ap-
parent disdain each side has for the 
other. There seemed little in com-
mon between the board members, 
most in yarmulkes and black coats, 
and the onlookers, mostly from ra-
cial minorities.

About 20 residents shouted 
in protest, then stood and turned 

their backs on the board when it 
decided that in the future, students 
could address the board only at the 
end of meetings.

“You’re not doing right by these 
children!” shouted Mae Davis of 
Spring Valley. “What about free-
dom of speech?”

Daniel Schwartz, president of 
the board, had complained that 
public comment has become in-
sulting, and he said there’s no re-
quirement to offer it at all.

“I think there are people who 
want to be abusive to the board 
and when it starts we’re not going 
to tolerate it,” he said Monday.

Some parents have petitioned 
the state Education Department 
to remove the school board, a rare 
step. Department spokesman Tom 
Dunn would not comment specifi-
cally about East Ramapo, but said 
the commissioner has the author-
ity to remove local officials “for 
willful violation of law or neglect 
of duty or willfully disobeying a 
decision, order, rule or regulation.”

The board denies any wrong-
doing. It announced at Tuesday’s 
meeting that it is suing the state in 
federal court, seeking a judge’s dec-
laration that its methods for special 
education placement are legal.

He says the district’s problems 
stem from its being “a square peg” 
— a district that has about 9,000 
public school children and an es-
timated 20,000 in private schools, 
almost all of them Jewish.

He said money — “more money 
from the state” — is the solution to 
East Ramapo’s problems. But state 
Assemblyman Ken Zebrowski said 
the division in the community is 
too deep for that to work.

“Public school parents have 
said, ‘We don’t want any more 
money.’” Zebrowski said. “They 
don’t trust their own school board 
with additional money.”

The Democratic assemblyman 
has proposed instead that East Ra-
mapo be divided into two school 
districts, one for public schools 
and one for private schools.
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and Dr Pepper Museum and will 
get to take a bus tour of Baylor’s 
campus. Attendees will step inside 
the Baylor Sciences Building and 
McLane Student Life Center, nei-
ther of which were a part of cam-
pus when they were students.

Beth Wooten, assistant vice 
president of membership and mar-
keting, said that the Heritage Club 
helps keep alumni up-to-date with 
what is new at the university.

“It may have been 50 years 
since they’ve been back to campus,” 
Wooten said. “It’s one opportunity 
we have for those folks to have an 

excuse to come back to campus if 
they don’t already. We want our 
alumni, even those that graduated 
50 or more years ago, to know how 
important they are to us and how 
important they are to the univer-
sity.”

Jan Dodd, assistant direc-
tor of programs and awards, said 
the Heritage Club events help re-
connect classmates in a way that 
Homecoming may not.

“It’s just a concentrated time,” 
Dodd said. “They’re not trying to 
rush off to other alumni events or 
Pigskin or a football game. They 

are here just to see their classmates 
and other alums.” 

An endowment fund for the 
Heritage Club is available for those 
who are interested in contributing 
to this alumni event. 

Funds raised will go toward 
guest speakers, food, facilities and 
other costs that go into forming the 
Heritage Club. 

To contribute, donors can call 
the Baylor Alumni Association at 
1-888-710-1859, visit BaylorAlum-
niAssociation.com or stop by the 
Hughes-Dillard Alumni Center.
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be placed for “Taco Tuesday” at 
Rosa’s Cafe & Tortilla Factory.

The business has only been op-
erational for about a month, but 
Bull said profits have surpassed 
their expectations. 

Dahms also said they already 
have regular customers and things 
are going much better than ever 
expected.

“We actually had High Noon 
Entertainment, the producers of 
‘Cake Boss,’ contact us,” Dahms 
said. “They’re interested in maybe 
doing a reality show on delivery 
services. I don’t know how they 
found out about us, but I got the 
call from L.A. last week.”

Though the business is doing 

well, Sic’em Delivery will go on a 
break along with students during 
the summer months, Dahms said. 
Co-owners Bull and Dahms do not 
expect many students to stay in the 
Waco area during the break.

“We will close at the end of this 
semester and open back up when 
the fall semester starts,” Dahms 
said.

As of now, Sic’em Delivery is 
composed of four employees, but 
both co-owners said they are look-
ing to expand beyond Baylor and 
beyond Waco.

“We plan on expanding to Aus-
tin next year,” Bull said. “So we are 
really interested in hiring fresh-
men or sophomore business ma-

jors from Baylor. We’re looking for 
people who can work hard.”

Their hard work includes mak-
ing strange deliveries like the one 
recently called in by a student in 
Memorial Hall who wanted their 
mail from the Bill Daniel Student 
Center delivered to them.

 As strange as it was, Dahms 
said, they did it.

Runs to the mailboxes in the 
SUB are atypical, Dahms said, 
and usually orders are made for 
meals from places like Taco Bell or 
Whataburger. 

The goal of Sic’em Delivery, 
Dahms said, is to make student life 
more convenient – one burger run 
at a time.

Lawmaker tearfully vows to fight 
for expansion of charter schools

By Will Weissert
Associated Press

AUSTIN — The head of the 
Senate Education Committee 
broke into tears Thursday as he 
promised to fight for dramatically 
expanded “school choice” in Texas.

But Sen. Dan Patrick also an-
nounced he was softening his 
high-profile bill to allow an unlim-
ited number of charter schools to 
operate statewide, instead taking a 
more gradual, tiered approach to 
their expansion.

The tea party-backed Repub-
lican from Houston became emo-
tional as students told his commit-
tee of dropping out of school but 
then returning thanks to charter 
schools and other facilities special-
izing in at-risk youth.

They were supporting a bill by 
San Antonio Democratic Sen. Le-
ticia Van De Putte, who is seeking 
to modify how state accountability 
measures evaluate public schools 
to more accurately label facilities 
that specialize in helping students 
who had previously dropped out.

Van De Putte argues that many 
such students aren’t currently in-
cluded in the accountability sys-
tem, which can hurt the “comple-
tion rate” rating their schools 
receive.

Bertha Vasquez, an 18-year-old 
former dropout in Austin who re-
turned to school is now set to grad-
uate this year and hopes to become 
a nurse. She cried as she detailed 
being raised by a single mother.

“I want to be the reason that she 
can smile every day, even though 
I made her go through a lot,” 
Vasquez said.

Patrick instructed a committee 
clerk to hand her a box of tissues — 
then said he needed them back as 
tears ran down his own face.

“Today has been a tough day 
because everybody up here (on 
the committee) wants to support 
choice and options in schools,” 
Patrick said, his voice cracking.

“Sometimes the adults get in 
the way with fighting and politick-
ing in the adult world,” he contin-
ued.

Then, directly addressing 
Vasquez and another student who 
testified, Terrance Wigfall, Patrick 

added: “What you have done has 
probably turned around some peo-
ple’s thinking.”

“You have inspired me. I am go-
ing to fight for you and thousands 
like you,” he said. “We are not go-
ing to let politics steal futures and 
dreams.”

Patrick calls himself an “educa-
tion evangelist” and suggested dur-
ing a recent committee meeting 
that anyone who opposes expand-
ing charter schools in Texas oppos-
es students and families who weep 
when they try to attend charter 
schools but are wait listed because 
demand outpaces existing supply.

He has pushed for the most-
dramatic overhaul of charter 
schools since Texas began allow-
ing them in 1995. Patrick called 
the witnesses, “perfect people, at 
the perfect time, with the perfect 
stories.”

“We’re going to try to change a 
lot of things this session,” he said.

Patrick is sponsoring two 
sweeping “school choice” propos-
als. One would lift the current 
cap of 215 licenses Texas issues to 
operate charter schools and cre-
ating a special board to oversee a 
flood of new charter applications 
he expects will follow. The other 
is a voucher plan that would allow 
businesses to earn tax credits for 
donations that help poor and at-
risk children leave public schools 
for private or religious ones — di-
verting public money to private 
schools.

During the hearing, though, 
Patrick also modified his charter 
proposal to call for 10 new char-
ter licenses issued next school 
year and 20 new ones given out 
in 2014-2015, as well as 35 in the 
2015-2016 academic year and be-
yond. He said he still supports an 
unlimited number of new charters, 
but understands that such a plan 
could be opposed by some in the 
Legislature.

Patrick also altered his bill to 
give the state the authority to issue 
five new charter licenses for every 
one that is revoked from an exist-
ing school because of poor perfor-
mance. The Texas Education Agen-
cy says authorities only close about 
three charters in a typical year.

The committee, which could 
have referred the modified bill to 
the full Senate, instead left it pend-
ing Thursday. It will take it up 
against next week.

Democratic lawmakers, teach-
ers groups and other educational 
organizations have strongly op-
posed vouchers — but tend to be 
more mixed on charters. Still, op-
position has come from both par-
ties in the Texas House, where law-
makers from rural areas too small 
to support charters are often wary 
of them.

“I am going to fight for 
you and thousands like 
you. We are not going 

to let politics steal 
futures and dreams.” 

 
Dan Patrick | Texas Senator
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